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Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia 


Xo. 4410. 

Kathlkkn K. Biiaitmaykw, A]i])ollaiit, 

vs. 

Mary V. McLAt^GHLix ot al. 


a Supremo Court of tlie District of roluml)ia. 

K(juity. Xo. 42849. 

Mary V. McLax^gulix aud AVili.iam II. Siiiplky, Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

Katuleex K. Rraitmayer, Uxiox Trust Comraxy of the 
District of Columbia, AVasliiu.<»tou Loan & Trust (V)mpany 

of the District of (V)luml)ia, Trustee, Defendants. 

• 

CxiTEi) States of A^ierica, 

District (tf tnhia, ss: 

He it remembered that in the Supreme Court of the Dis¬ 
trict of (^olumhia, at tlie City of Washiii,i>tou, in said Dis¬ 
trict, at the times liereiuafter mentioned, tlie following 
])apers were filed aud proceediiu>s had, in the above-entitled 
cause, towit: 
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1 Hill of Complaint. 

FilcMl July If), 11)24. 

Til tlio Sn])r(‘mo ^ oiirt of tlic* District of Columbia. 

Fcjuity. Xo. 42841). 

Maky V. M(’IjAr(jmjN and William II. Shipley, PlaiutitTs, 

vs. 

Kathleen K. Dil\it:\iayeil Cnion Tih’st Company of the 
District of Columhia, Wasliiiintoii I^iaii cK: Trust Company 
of tli(‘ District of Columbia, Trust(‘<‘, Did'ciidaiits. 

Plaintiffs state as follows: 

1. I*laiutiff, Mary V. McLau.uliliii, also known as ^^ary 
V. Collins, is a citizen of the IJiit(‘d States and a r(‘sidcnt 
of the District of Columbia and briuins this suit in li(‘r own 
riirlit. 

2. Plaintiff, William II. Sliipl(‘y, is a citizen of the Ciiit(‘d 
States and a ri‘sid(‘Ul of tin* District of Columbia, and 
brings this suit in his own riiiht. 

J. Defendant, Kathleen K. Praitmaym-, is a citizen of 
the United States and a residmit of the City of Hidi»:ewood, 
Xew Jersev, and is sued in h(‘r own riuht and as the heir 
at law and next of kin of .Marv V. Sullivan, deceasi‘d. 

4. The defendant, the IJiiou Trust Conpiany, is a coi‘- 
jioration, doini*- busiiu'ss by vii tue of the laws of th(‘ District 
of (V)lumbia, and is siumI as the ownm* of certain not(‘s made 
bv the deceased, Marv V. Sullivan secuiT‘d on the real estate 
hereinafter described. 

T). That the Washin,i*ton l^ian cV: Tinist (Vimpany, 

2 a corporation, doinu' business by virtue of the laws 
of the District of Columbia in th(‘ District of (\)lum- 

bia, is sued as trustee in the aforesaid deed of trust, secur¬ 
ing notes made as aforesaid, by Mary V. Sullivan, decedent. 

o. That Marv \\ Sullivan di(‘d on the 2Sth dav of Julv, 
11)2J, seized and jiossessed of real estate known as Xo. 1220 
Girard Street, X. W., Distinct of Columbia, bein,<>' I^ot num¬ 
bered 43, in Franklin T. Sanner’s Subdivision of I^art of 
Block numbered 23, Columbia Deiuhts, as ])er Plat recorded 
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ill the office of tlie Surveyor of tlie District of Columbia, 
in Liber County 13, at Folio 10, said property being subject 
to a deed of trust to secure notes amounting in the total to 
$4,r)()0.00, said trust being recorded in Liber Xo. 5005, Folio- 
402 of tlie Land Records of tlie District of Columbia, a cer¬ 
tified copy of which trust is attached hereto and prayed to 
he read and taken as part hereof, and it is marked Plain¬ 


tiff's Ex. “A.’’ 


0. Plaintiff, Mary V. ^IcLaughlin, a cousin of decedent, 
lived in the same house with decedent, and always under¬ 
stood from decedent and relatives, that she was adopted by 
the father of decedent, Reuben Collins, when a little girl, 
and that sh(‘ was the ado])ted sister of Mary V. Sullivan 


and her name was C\»llins. 


That when a search was made 


for th(‘ ado])tion iiajiers, it was unavailing and the ])roof of 
such ado])tion could not be found; that decedent fre(iuently 
stated to iilaintiff that the ri‘al estate and everything she 
owned would belong to plaintiff in case of her death, and 
that she would make a will, but a will was not necessary 
as ])laintiff was lun* ado])ted sister; and in consideration 
of such promises and representations, plaintiff worked in 
the house and acted as com]ianion for decedent, doing 
the greater ])art of tin' house-work and cooking, car¬ 
ing for the house and its contents as if they were her 


own. 

'riiat at th(‘ b(‘ginning of the World Wai*, decedent desired 
to kee]) boai’ders, stating that the house was too large for 
two ])(‘i‘sons, but ])laintiff objected, knowing that she would 
have to do most of the woi'k, whereu])on decedent states 
that she would share e(pially in whatever was made as she 
would share in th(‘ ]n*opei*ty real and personal, and plain¬ 
tiff consented and did do with decedent all the work in and 


about the house and waited on as many as twenty tlv^e 

• • 

boarders and roomei*s at one time; that during the past 
seven years of decedent’s life, plaintiff only received about 
$70. When decedent sold premises Xo. 311 B Street, X. E., 
decedent ])romise(l to ])ay her something, but deferred 
doing so ])ending the return of a temporary loan. 

7. That aftei* the death of said decedent, Mary V. Sulli¬ 
van, defendant Kathleen K. Braitmayer, took out Letters 
of Administration in the estate of said decedent, being case 
Administration Xo. 31272, in the Supreme Court of the 
District of (’olnmbia, holding a Probate Court, and has 
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iTiiuk* ii J i'tin ii tliat !lu‘ personal pi ()p(M*ty of said estate did 
not exceed $200 and i^ave a si)ecial bond for only $500 and 
that the personal property was jiiven to plaintilY; whereas, 
the furniture* left in said house Xo. 1220 Girard Street, 
X. W., was woi th less than $100, and said defendant, Kath¬ 
leen K. Braitmayer removed furniture and jewelry the 
value of which ])laintiff does not know, as no warrant of 
appraisement was evei- issued and acted upon; that ])lain- 
tiff has probated a claim airainst said estate for $5,040, 
which is a i-easonable charge for the services ren- 

4 dered in consideration of the said representations and 
])i-omises of maintenance and remuneration; that a 

copy of tin* plaintitT’s claim in the Pi’obate Court is hereto 
attached, pi-ay(*d to be taken and read as a part hereof, and 
mai’ked Plaintiff’s Kxhibit “B’’; that the real estate, the 
subject of this suit, is reasonably worth $0,500, and the per¬ 
sonal pro])erty beiiu’* insufficient to pay debts, the real es¬ 
tate must be sold to do so. 

S. That the* plaintitT, William II. Shi])ley, is a member of 
the Bar of tin* District of Columbia and rendered legal 
servic(‘s and advan(*(‘d mon(‘y to the decedent at her request, 
aiid has ])]()bat(‘d a claim for $187.89 against said estate, a 
co])y of which is hereto attached, ])rayed to be taken as a 
]>art hereof, and markevl ])laintitf’s Kxhibit “(V' that in 
view of the claim of tin* plaintiff, Mary V. .McLaughlin foi- 
$5,040, his prorata of the |)ersonal estate reported would b(‘ 
insufficient to pay him, and as a claimant he must rely on 
the sale of tin* real estate for the payment of his claim. 

Wh(‘r(*for(‘, your plaintiffs pray: 

1. That th(* writ of sub])a‘na issue out of this Honorable 
Court, i(‘(|uii*ing Kathleen K. Braitmayer, The Union Trust 
C’ompany and the Washington Loan & Trust Company, 
Trust(‘e, i'(‘quiring th<‘]n to a])])ear and answer the (‘xigencies 
of this Bill. 

2. That tin* real estate* Xo. 1220 Girard Str(‘et, X. W., 
Washington, 1>. C.. being Lot Xo. 4.‘) in Franklin T. Sanner’s 
Subdivision of Part of Block Xo. 25, in Columbia Heights, 
as hereinb(‘fori‘ desci ibed, be sold and the ])roceeds thereof, 

after ])aying tin* costs of this litigation and the costs 

5 of administration, be ])aid ])ro rata to the creditors 
of this estate, and that trustees be ai)pointed to exe¬ 
cute the decree* of this Honorable Court. 
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Tliat this ciiusi* In* r(‘forml to tlio Auditor to state the 
a(*(*ount of the estate of Marv Sullivan. 

4. That th(‘ i)laiiitifls may have siieh other and further 
relief as the nature of the eas(‘ may reciuire and to your 
Honors shall seem meet. 


MARY V. MclAUGHLlN. 
Wild JAM II. SHIPLEY. 


District of (\)lumbia, .vs; 

Mary Y. ^IeLaiv<>:hlin, on oath states: That she has read 
the ])etition hy her suhserihed and knows the contents 
thei'eof; that the facts therein stated of her ])orsonal knowl- 
(‘d»e are true, and those facts stated on information and 
belief slie believes to be true. 

MARY V. McLaughlin. 


Suhscril)(Hl and sworn to hefoiT* me this loth dav of July, 
1924. 

[seal.] MIl/rON E. LOWRY, 

Sot a rtf Public, D. C. 


District of Uolumbia, .s.v; 

William H. Shi])ley, on oatli states: That he has read the 
fore.i»()in«>' pidition by him subscribed, and knows the con- 
t(‘nts thereof; that the facts th(‘r(‘in stat(‘d of his })ersonal 
knowled.Ji’e are true, and those stat(*d on information and be¬ 
lief he believes to be triu‘. 

WILLIAM H. SHIPLEY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before m(‘ this loth dav of »July, 
1924. 

[seal.] MILTON E. LOWRY, 

Xofurif Public, D. C. 

S. H. GIESY, 

At to rue If for Plaintiff's. 
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Plaintiffs' Exhibit “A.’' 

E. F. W. 

Xo. lOJ). l\(‘(*or(l(‘(l July 18, A. I). 11)23, at 11:39 a. m. 

Marv Sullivan 


Wash. Loan & Tr. Co. 


Trust. 

This in(h*ntur(‘. ma(l(‘ this Fourtoonth (lav of Julv A. 1). 
192.‘{, hy and h(‘t\V(‘(*u Mary V. Sullivan, widow, of th(‘ Dis¬ 
trict of Coluinhia, jiarty of th(‘ tii'st ])art; and The Wash- 
iniiton Loan and Trust Conijiany, a (‘orporation organized 
under the laws of th(‘ District of Coluinhia, party of the 
s(*cond ])art: 

Wher(‘as, th(‘ said ])arty of the lirst pai't is justly indebted 
unto th(‘ Union Trust Coui])anv of the* Distri(*t of Columbia 
in tin* full sum of Forty liv(‘ hundred Dollars ($-4-,500.00) 
for m()n(‘V loaned, for which amount she has made and de- 
liv(‘r(*d h(*r ten (‘(‘i tain |)i‘omissorv notes h(‘aring (‘vcm date 
with th(‘se pres(‘nts. numhcivd ()n(‘ to tcai r(‘S])e(‘tively, notes 
Xos. 1, 2 and 3 foi‘ tlu* sum of Om* thousand Dollars 
($1,0(M).0()) each, n()t(‘s Xos. 4 and 5 for the sum of Five hun- 
dr(‘d Dollars (.$500.00) (*a(*h, and notes Xos. 0 to 10 inclu- 
siv(‘, for th(‘ sum of One hundriMl Dollars ($100.00) each, 
all of said not(‘s payable to order of the said Union 
Trust Company of the Distri(*t of Columbia, at its ollice in 
th(‘ City of Washington, D. C., three years after date, with 
int(*r(‘st at tlu* l ate of six ])er (*entum per annum until paid, 
jiayahh* s(‘mi-auuually; each instalment of interest to hear 
interest aft(‘r matui*itv. if not then paid, at the rate afore¬ 
said. 

And wh(‘i*(‘as. tlu* party of the tirst ])art desires to se- 
cun* tlu* ])rom])t payment of said debt, and the interest 
tlu‘reon, as well as any renewals or extensions of said notes, 
wlu*n and as the same shall become due and ])ayable, 
7 and of all costs and expens(*s incurred in respect 
tlu‘r(*to, and of all costs and expenses, including rea- 
.sonahle (*ouns(*l tees incurred or ])aid hy the said party of 
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the second part, or substituted trustee, or by any person 
]ierei)v secured on account of anv litiij^ation at law or in 
ecpiity which may arise in res])ect to this trust or the ]mop- 
erty hereinafter mentioned while this trust continues, and 
of all money which may be advanced as herein provided 
for, with interest at the rate of six per centum per annum 
on all such costs and sums so advanced, from the date of 
such advance. 

Xow, therefore, this indenture witnesseth, that the ])arty 
of the first ])art, in consideration of the premises, and of 
one dollar, lawful money in hand paid by the party of the 
second ])art, the receipt of which, before the sealing and 
delivery of these ])resents, is hereby acknowled^j^ed, has 
j^ranted, and does by these ])resents <»Tant, unto the ])arty 
of the second ])art, in fee sim])le, the following? described 
land and ])r<‘mises, situate in the District of Columl)ia, and 
known and designated as and beinij:—Lot numbered Forty- 
three (4o) in Franklin T. Sanner’s subdivision of part of 
Block numbered Twenty five (25) “Columbia lTeif>bts,” 
as ])er ])lat recorded in the Office of the Surveyor for the 
l)istri(*t of (k)lumbia in Liber (^ountv 15 at folio U); said 
pi*oi)erty known for purposes of assessment and taxation 
as Lot numbered Forty-three (45) in Square numbered 
Twenty ei.<>:ht hundred and fifty nine (2859)—together with 
all and sin«:ular, the im])rovements, ways, easements, rights, 
])rivile^es, and a])])urtenances to the same belongin«^, or in 
anywise a])pertainin^-, and all the estate, right, title, in¬ 
terest and claim, both at law and in ecjuity, or other- 
S wise however, of the ])arty of the first ])art, of, in, to, 
or out of the said land and premises. 

In and upon the tiaists, nevertheless, hereinafter de¬ 
clared; that is to say: In Trust to ])ermit said party of the 
first ])art, her heirs or assigns, to use and occupy the said 
described land and ])remises, and the rents, issues, and 
j)rofits thereof to take, have and ai)))ly to and for her or 
their sole use and benefit, until default be made in the pay- 
numt of any of said ])romissory notes hereby secured or 
of any instalment of interest thereon, when and as the same 
shall b(*come due and ])ayable, or of any taxes, assessments 
or insurance as recpiired by the covenants herein contained 
oi- of any commission or expense herein provided for. 

And upon the payment of all of said notes and the in¬ 
terest thereon, and all moneys advanced or expended as 


s 
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herein provided nnd all otluo* j)ro])er costs, charges, ex- 
j)(*ns(*s, commissions and lialf ('ommissions at any time be¬ 
fore* the* sale* he*re*inafte*i* ])re)viele*el for, to release anel re- 
e*e)nve*y the* saiel dese*i ihe*el pre*mises unto the said |)arty of 
the* first paid, he*!- he*irs e)r assigns, at her or their cost. 

And nj)e)n this fiirthe*r trust, upe)n any elefaiilt or failure 
being made* in the* ])ayme*nt e)f any of saiel notes or of any 
instalme*nt e)f priueM])al e)r intere*st thereon, when anel as 
the* same* shall l)e*e‘e)me* due* anel payable, or ipion any ele*- 
fault being maele* in the* jiayment eif any taxes eir assess¬ 
ments ne)w elue* e)r which mav hee*ome elue or he assesseel 

• 

against saiel land anel pre*mise*s eir any part the*re*of during 
the* e'ontinuance* of this trust, or ujiein any default being 
maele in the* pavme*nt after ele*manel therefor of anv monev 
aelvanceel as here*in provieh^el fe)r or of any iiroper ceist, 
charge*, e‘ommissie)n eir e*xpe*nse* in anel aheiut the same, then 
anel at any time* ther(*afte*r, tlie said party of the 
se*e‘e>nel part e)r the* truste*e acting in the execution of 
this trust shall have the ]H)wer and it shall he its or 
his elutv the*re*afte*r te) sell, anel in case of anv elefault of 
any juire-haser, te) re*se*l! the* saiel elese*rihe*el land and ])remise*s 
at puhlie* aue*tie)n, upe)n sue*h te*rnis anel e*onditions, in such 
parce*ls, at such time* anel phu'e, anel after such previous 
puhlie* aelve*rtise*me*nt c.s the* party of the second ])art or the 
trustee ae-ting in the executie)n of this trust, shall eleem 
advantage*e)us and ])roper; anel te) convey the same in fee 
simple, upon (*om])liane*e* with tlie terms of sale, to, anel at 
the* e'ost of, the* purcliase*!’ e)r ])urcliasers tliereof, wlio shall 
not he* i-e(|uire‘el to se*e‘ te) the* applie^ation of the purchase 
me)ne*y, anel fre)m the* pre)e*e*e‘els e)f saiel sale* or sales; Firstly, 
to pay all proper e*osts, e*harges and expenses, including 
all fees anel e*e)sts heredii ])rovided for, and all moneys ad¬ 
vanced for taxes, assessments, and insurance with interest 


thereon as herein provieh*el, and all taxes, general and 
special, elue* u])on saiel lanel anel premises at time of sale, 
and sue*h e*xpe‘nse*, if any, as may he necessary to vest a 
e*omj)lete‘ title in the* Pure*haser, and to retain as (compensa¬ 
tion a commissie)!! e)f five per e*entuni on the amount of tlie* 
said sale or sales; Se*e*onelly, to pay whatever may then re¬ 
main uni)aid of said notes, whether the same shall be due 
or not, and the interest thereon to date of payment, it be¬ 
ing agre*e*el that said notes shall u])on su(*h sale being made 
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before the iiintiiritv of said notes t)e and become im- 
mediately due and ])ayable at the election of the holder 
thereof; and. Lastly, to ])ay the remainder of said proceeds, 
if any there be, to said party of the first ])art, her heirs or 
assigns,' ii]K>n the surrender and delivery to the pur- 

10 chaser, his, her or tlieir heirs or assi,i?ns, of i)osses- 
sion of the ])remises so as aforesaid sold and con- 

v(*y(‘d, less the ex])ense, if any, of obtaining ])OSsession. 

And the said party of th(‘ first ])art does hereby agre(‘ 
at her own cost, during all th(‘ time wherein any ])art of the 
matter hereby secured sliall be unj)aid or unsettled, to kee]) 
the said im])rovements insured against loss by fire in tlce 
name and to the satisfaction of the ])arty of the second i)art, 
or substituted trustee, in such fire insurance company or 
companies as the said j)arty of the second ])art may select, 
who shall a])ply whatever may be received tlierefrom to the 
])ayment of the matter liereby secured, whether due or not, 
unless the party entitled to receive sliall waive the right 
to have the same so applied; and also to pay all taxes and 
assessments, both general and special, that may become due 
on, or be assessed against said land and yiremises during 
the continuance of this trust, and that ujion any default 
or neglect to so insure, or pay taxes and assessments, 
.when and as the same shall become due and payable, said 
])arty of the second part, oi* the trustee acting in the execu¬ 
tion of this trust, shall have the power and it shall be its 
or his duty, upon re(]uest of any party secured hereby, 
to make sale of said land and premises as hereinbefore 
provided, it lieing understood and agre(‘d, however, that 
any party hereby secured, in the event of such default or 
neglect to so insure or pay said taxes and assessments, 
may at his option either treat the whole of said indebted¬ 
ness hereby secured as in default or may himself iiay said 
taxes and assessments and the premiums for such insur¬ 
ance, in which latter event tlie sum or sums so paid shall 
be a charge hereby secured and bear interest at the 

11 rate of six per centum per annum, from tlie date of 
such payment. 

And it is further agreed that if the said property shall 
be advertised for sale, as hereinbefore provided, and not 
sold, the trustees or trustee acting shall be entitled to 

2—4419a 
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one half the commission above provided, to be computed 

on tile amount of the delit herebv secured. 

* 

And tlie said party of the first ])art covenants that slie 
will warrant specially the property hereby conveyed and 
that she will execute such further assurances of said land 
as may be requisite or necessary. 


In testimonv whereof, on the dav and vear first here- 
inbefore written, the said party of the first jiart has here¬ 
unto set h(*r hand and seal. 

her 

MAMY V. X SI LLIVAX. [seal.] 
mark 


Si,<»:ned, sealed and deliver(‘d in lh(‘ ])res(‘nc(‘ of— 
(dIAHLHS K. WEST. 

W.M. I). SI LLTVAX. 


District of Dolcmbia, I'o icit: 

1, William D. Sullivan, a Xotary Public in and for th<‘ 
aforesaid District, do her(*bv (MU'tifv that Mai*v V. Sullivan 
jiarty to a certain DimhI bearini*- date* on th(‘ 14th day nf 
July A. 1). 11)2.4, and h(*r(do annex(‘d, ])ersonally a))))(‘are;i 
before me in said District, the said Mary V. Sullivan, Ixdnu- 
personally well known to me as the person who executed 
the said Deed, and acknowle(k<*ed the same to be her act 
and deed. 

12 Given under my hand and seal this 14th day of 

July A. 1). 11)24. ‘ 

[notarial .seal.] WILTjIAM D. SFLLIVAX, 

Nittarif PnhH(\ 

C. C., A. 


Office of the Recorder of Deeds, District of Foliimbia. 


This is to certify that the fore.u’oin.u’ is a true and verified 
copy of an instrument as recorded in Liber 5005, folio 
402, et seq., one of the Land Records of the District of 
Columbia. 

In testimony whereof, T hav(‘ hereunto set my hand and 
affixed the seal of this Office this 14th day of Julv, A. D. 
1924. 

[seal.] 


ARTITFR G. FROE, 
Uecordvr of Deeds^ D. C. 
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Notice. —The creditor should notify the executor, ad¬ 
ministrator, or collector that this claim has been yirobated 
aiifainst the within-named estate 

Wm. H. Manogue, Atty. 

Form No. 37. 

(>ase No. 31,‘227. Kecorded in Docket of Claims No. 14, 
Folio 449. 

Code Sec. 343.—‘‘Passin.i>‘ of claims not conclusive. In 
no case shall the order made by the probate court that an 
account or claim will ])ass when ])aid be deemed of validity 
to establish such claim or account; but in case the executor 
or administrator thinks fit to contest the same, such account 
or claim shall deriv(‘ no validity from the order aforesaid, 
but shall be proved in the same manner as if no such 
13 order had been made.” 

Snj)reme (\)iirt of the District ot Columbia, Holding 

Probate Court. 


DisTiticT OF Columbia, To ivif: 

Personally a])])eared ]\lary V. McLaughlin, who, being 
(Inly sworn or affirmed according to law, doth depose and 
sav that the annexed account against Estate of ^larv V. 
Sullivan is coi*rectly copied from the books of original entry 
of' said claimant ; that the charges were made in said books 
at oi* about the time of their respective dates; that the 
goods for which said charges were made were sold and de¬ 
li vei’ed as charged; that the charges are correct; and the 
account just and true as stated; that there is now due and 
owing thereon the sum of Five Thousand Fortv Dollars; 
that no y)art of said sum has ever been paid or in any man¬ 
ner settled or secured, and that there are no deductions or 
set-otTs of any kind except such as are therein specified and 
credited. 

00 

$0,040.-. 


100 


MARY V. McLaughlin. 
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Siibs(*i-i])CHl and sworn to before me this 5th day of Feb¬ 
ruary, A. D., 1924. 

THEODORE COGSWELL, 

Deputy Register of Wills for 

the District of Columbia, 

Clerk of the Probate Court. 

Recorded. 


14 In the Prol)ate Court of the District of Columbia. 

Admr. 31227. 

In re Estate of Mary V. Sui.livan, Deceased. 

^lary V. McLaughlin, herewitli claims the sum of 
$r),()40.()0, (l(‘ss received on account,) for services ren¬ 
dered tlu‘ said Mary V. Sullivan during her lifetime, from 
the ISth day of July, 1917, to the 18th day of July, 1923, 
for services as a servant and house-keeper ])erformin<>- 
services such as attending furnace, making? beds, cleaning 
rooms for boarders, cookini»- and other services generally 
])erformed by a servant and house-keeper in a boardini>’ 
house, durini>‘ nights and days, at $70 per month, $5,040. 

XoTK’i:. —The creditor should notify the executor, admin¬ 
istrator, or collector that this claim has been probated 
c.gainst the within-named estate. 

Wm. II. Manogue, Atty. 

Form. Xo. 37. 

Case Xo. 31227, recorded in Docket of Claims Xo. 14, 
folio 449. 

Co(h‘ Si‘c. 343.—“Passing of claims not conclusive. In 
no case shall th(‘ order made by the probate court that an 
account or claim will pass when ])aid be deemed of validity 
to establish such claim or account ; but in case the executor 
or administrator thinks lit to <*ontest the same, such account 
or claim shall derive no validity from the order aforesaid, 
but shall be prov(‘d in the same manner as if no such order 
liad been made.” 
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Supremo Court of the District of Columbia, Holding 

Probate Court. 

District of Columbia, 7V> ivit: 

Personally a])peare(l William II. Shi])ley, who, 
IT) beiiii*- duly sworn or affirmed accordiiii;- to law, doth 
depose and say that the annexed account against 
Kstate of Mary V. Sullivan is correctly co])ied from the 
books of original entry of said Claimant; that the charges 
were made in said books at or about the time of their re¬ 
spective dates; that the goods for which said charges were 
made were sold and delivered as charged; that the charges 
are correct; and the account just and true as stated; that 
there is now due and owing thereon the sum of One Hun¬ 
dred Kighty Seven and 89 100 Dollars; that no ])art of said 
Slim has ever been ])aid or in any manner settled or secured, 
and that there are no deduct ions or set-offs of anv kind 
exce])t such as are therein specified and credited. 

WILLIAM II. SII1PLEA^ 


89 


$187.- 


100 


Subscribed and sworn to iK-fore me this 21st day of Xo- 
\'ember, A. D., 1923. 

I SEAL.] Til EOD( )K E Ci )(iSWELL, 

Deimtff Re (lister of Wills f<n' 

the District of Cotianhia^ 

Clerk of the Prohate Court. 


Will pass claim when ])aid. 

(See Sec. 343 of the Code ({noted aliove.) 

TH EODOK E (T)(JSWELL, 

Deputif Register. 
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1() Ill the* IM’ohate Court of the District of Columbia. 

Admr. .41227, Doc. 70. 

Ill re Estate of Mahy V. Sullivan, Deceased. 

To William II. Shipley, Dr. 

To professional services from January 4rd,*1024, 
to June 4th, 1024, five mouths, in calling at 1220 
Cirard Street, X. W., on numerous occasions, ad- 
visin<*- her and lookini*; after her interests as to 
])roperty Xo. 411 R St. X. E., and 1220 (lirard 
Street, X. W.: inlerviewin<!: her real estate 
agents Bucklev & Brini'lev on numerous occa- 
sions; interviewing*' her friend Watson Clark 
who was trustee for B Street house freipiently; 
calliiii*: at Potomac Power (Vimpany to adjust 
(‘lectric hill; interviewiiii*' W. D. Sullivan, trus- 
t(‘e for (lirard Street house several times; inter- 
viewiiii*'Joe C. Brown and writing* numerous let¬ 
ters; taking various real estate experts to see 
house 411 B St. X. W.; writing one deed; writ¬ 
ing about six letters to Katherine Breitmeyer, 
advising her as to the condition of the property, 
and attending an interview when she and her 
husband w(*re ])resent at Xo. 40(5 oth St. X^. W., 

also kee])ing tax deed from issuing.$17)0 00 

'Fo check ])aid Feby. 20, 1924, to Potomac Electric 
Power Company, $40.14, with interest on the 

same to date at ()/7, Jany. 1, 1924 . 42 04 

'Fo cash advanced to M. V. Sullivan in Feby. and 
March, 1924. 5 25 


$187 89 

17 J//s/rrr o/ Dcfoulmtl Katidvvti K. Hrait- 

niojifcr. 

Filed Augusut (>, 1924. 
******* 

1 & 2. This defendant in answer to paragraphs one and 
two of the Bill of Com]Jaint filed heroin, states that she is 
without knowledge of the averments of said paragraphs. 





K. K. BRAITMAYER VS. M. V. MC LAUGHLIX ET AL. 


15 


3rd. This defendant admits the allegations in i)aragTaph 
three of the said Bill of Com])laint. 

4 & 5. This defendant admits the allegations in para¬ 
graphs four and live in said Bill of Complaint. 

()th. This defendant denies each and every allegation con¬ 
tained in the sixth ])aragraph of the Bill of Complaint, and 
calls for strict ])roof of the same. 

7th. This defendant admits the allegation in the first 
]jart of the seventh ])aragraph, hnt denies the allegations 
relating to the removal of furniture and jewelry from the 
premises named herein. This defendant further denies 
that the reason for the non-issuance of the warrant of a])- 
])raisement, is as a])pears from the allegations concerning 
the same in the said paragra])h, and calls for strict proof 
of the same if it he material. The defendant further denies 
the remaining allegations of the said paragraph relating to 
the value of the property. Those relating to the probate of 
said claim, she is without knowledge, and calls for strict 
])roof of the same. 

8th. This defendant is without knowledge of the allega¬ 
tions contained in this ])aragraph and calls for strict ])roof 
of the same if it be material. 

Wherefore in consideration of the foregoing prem- 
18 ises, and this defendant having fully answered, 
prays that she be dismissed with reasonable costs. 

KATIILEBX K. BRAITMAYEK. 

Distetct of Columbia, To wit, ss: 

Kathleen K. Braitmayer, on oath states; That she has 
read the answer by her subscribed, and knows the contents 
thereof; that tbe facts therein stated of her personal kiiowl- 
edge are true, and those stated on information and belief, 
she believes to be true. 

KATIILP]EX K. BRAITMAYEK. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this bth day of 
August, 1024. 

[seal.] aXXa L. COOKE. 
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Mtnioratuhtin o/ Court. 
Filed Mav 27, l!)2a. 


'File hill ()t‘ (•()ni))laijit lu‘i‘(‘in, filed duly 15, 1924, seeks 
to suhj’eet laud and prtunises Xo. 1220 (Jirard St., X. W., 
this Disti'iet, owihmI hv Mary V. Sullivan, who died iut(‘s- 
tate, duly 2S, 1925, to the payment of eertaiii claims 
assert(*d hv plaintiffs; the (U‘f(‘ndant, Braitmayer, heini»- 
sued as next-of-kin and heir-at-law of said decedent. 

The claim of plaintiff, Shipley, is for $187.89; whereof 
$150 is claimed for ])rofessional services alleg’ed to have 
been r(*n(h‘r(*d hy him upon the employment and 
19 reijuest of said d(*cedent; and the remaining: $37.89 
thereof heinn for ])aynients allei*:ed to havi- been 
made at the re(pu*st and for the account and henetit of de¬ 
cedent; and tlu‘ claim of plaintitT, McLauj^hlin, is for the 
sum of $5,040, for sm'vices alleged to have been rendered, 
as housckee])(*r and servant foi* said decedent, and at her 
instance and i-(Miiu‘st, diirinu- the ])eriod duly 18, 1917 to 
duly 18, 1923, at tin* rati* of $70. ])er month, less a credit of 
$70. received on account. 

From the testimony adduced at the trial hereof, it ap- 
])ears that the ])laintiff, Mai’y V. McLaughlin, when about 
2Vh vears of ai»e, was taken into the house of one Reuben 
Follins, (fathei- of the ahove-nam(‘d Mary V. Sullivan, de¬ 
ceased,) and was raised and .i>rew up iu that liousehold, l)e- 
iii^ treated as one of tin* family, and, thereafter, ap¬ 
parently, was known as MoHie Collins; and, as stated in the 
testimoiiv, tin* latt(‘r and said Marv V. Sullivan were 
brought up as sisters; althoui;h there ap])ears to have been 
no foi-mal or h‘ual ado])tion of ])laintiff. Reuben Collins 
died October 7, 1879, but said ])laintiff continued thereafter 
as a member of the household as before. Later the widow 
of Reuben Collins dit‘d; l)ut ])laintitT and said Mary V. 
Sullivan, as well — other members of the Collins family, 
continued to live together, and at various ])laces in this Dis¬ 
trict, until, finally, the family, of which latter plaintiff a)ul 
said ^lary V. Sullivan still constituted a part, came to 
live at 1220 (Jirard St. X. W., this District. In passin< 2 :, 
it may be noted that, in th(‘ir various places of abode, and 
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on down through the years, the household work was done by 
ptaintilf and by Mrs. Sullivan, and without eompensatioii, 
or financial arrangement in that regard; with the ex- 
20 cej)tion if at all, as claimed in this suit. In other 
words, the household was conducted in the manner 
usual in families, and each member contributed service in 
the home, without mom‘v rt‘ward to either or anv of the 
members composing the family. 

At or about the time of the beginning of the war, war- 
workers were taken into the house, at 1220 (Jirard St. both 
boarders and lodgers, and others who merely took table 
board, starting with some 2 in numb(‘r, and at one time th(‘ 
number increased to 25. It seems that Mrs. Sullivan suf¬ 


fered with a lame knee, (rheumatism or some other similar 
trouble;) for which reason she had difiicutly in going up 
and down stairs, and, apparently, was unable to perform 
much, if any, of the n(‘cessary manual labor around the 
house, the greater ])art of which, accordingly, fell upon 
plaintiff, who, according to the testimony, worked from 
early morning until late at night. Xo servants were kept 
in the home, and the testimony indicates, without dispute, 
that plaintilT did ])ractically all of the work around the 
house, which included cooking or assisting in cooking, the 
meals, waiting on the table, washing the windows, attending 
to the furnace, cleaning snow off the sidewalk, making the 
beds, doing the errands, marketing, etc. etc. The moneys 
derived from the enter])rise seem to have been used by 
Mrs. Sullivan in paying expenses, taxes upon the property, 
etc., and, from the fact that nothing substantial seems to 
have resulted from the conduct of tlie boarding house busi¬ 


ness, it would seem reasonable to infer that the profits 
thereof were not considerable; but there is no showing in 
the case that plaintiff, for her years of hard service, 
21 received anything more than the item of $70. which 
she has credited on account, other, of course, than 
her board and lodging. 

So far as concerns the arrangement, if any, existing be¬ 
tween the plaintiff and ^Irs. Sullivan, one witness, (Mrs. 
Lybrant, a first cousin of plaintiff and of Mrs. Sullivan,) 
testified, in substance, that she had often heard Mrs. Sulli¬ 
van say that she intended to pay Mollie; that the latter used 
to get tired of working, and that ^Frs. Sullivan would tell 


;]_4419a 
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her to keep along with the work as it was as much for lier 
benefit as that of Mrs. Sullivan; again, that the ])roperty 
belonged as much to Mollie as to her; that she intended 
to pay her for hei‘ work just the same as anybody; that 
she could not hire a servant, but that she would pay her for 
the work. This witness, furthei*, testified that decedent 
told her she intended to pay ])laintiff out of the property on 
B. St., but that she did not get anything out of the sale; 
also, that decedent talked to h(*r a good manv times about 
making a will, and said she intended to leave the property 
to the one who had stuck bv her—Mollie. 

Another witness, (])laintiff Shi])ley,) testified, in sub¬ 
stance, that decedent told him she had agreed to give plain¬ 
tiff (McLaughlin,) $70. a month for her seiwice, that she 
worked from (i in the moi’iiing until 10 at night; that wit¬ 
ness told her she could not get anvbodv for less than that; 
and further, that decedent statcnl that she wanted to give 
said ])laintiff ])ai’t of the ])roceeds from the B. St. house for 
her work during the war. 

Another witness, (Reuben B. Shi])lev, l)r()ther of ])laintilf 
Shi])ley, and tirst cousin of d(‘C(‘dent,) testified in 
22 substance, that “wh(*n tlu'v had the most of the 
boardei's,” ])laintirf (McLaughlin,) was not used to 
going around strangers, but decedent said to her: “You 
have got to do it; there is nobody else to do it; you could 
not hire anvone if vou had the monev;" adding that what 
belonged to hei* (decedent,) belonged to Mollie, and that 
she would ])ay her whatever she wanted; and, witness 
added, after that Mollie ])icked ii]) and went on; also, that 
decedent said to witn(‘ss that thei't* was no one (*xc(*])t the* 
two of them left, and “it" belonged to one as much as to 
the other. 

Testimony was adduced on behalf of plaintiff (^Ic- 
Laughlin,) to the effect, according to one witness, (Carrie 
A. Reed,) that, during the war, domestics were getting from 
$40. to $125. ])er month, according to their eflicicnicy; that 
inexperienced girls were getting fi’om $10. a week, or $40. 
a month, and u]); that tluuv has not been much of a drop 
in wages since the war; that from the work outlined in this 
case, (in a hypothetical question ])ro])ounded to the wit¬ 
ness,) she does not think $70. a month would be excessive; 
adding, however, that she had nev(*r been able to get a wo¬ 
man to do all that, nor to ])lace a woman to cook and wait 
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on 25 people; and, according to another witness, (Irene N. 
Dunham,) tlie work outlined, (in hypothetical question,) 
wonld he worth $75. a month, during the war, and if the 
boarders went down to (i or 8 after the war, she would 
think the work worth about $(i5. a month. The witness fur¬ 
ther testified that domestics usually get their room and 
bc^ard. 

Tile witnesses who testified to value of domestic service 
were engaged in enqiloyment agencies, and, accord- 
25 ing to their testimony, (piite experienced in that line 
of work botli during and since the war. 

The value of the ])roperty—1220 Girard St. X. W., was 
testified fo as from $8,250. to $8,500., as the outside figure, 
considering the jiresent condition of the property, built 
some 50 years ago, and lacking in modei-n improvements; 
if modern improvements were put in, (at an estimated 
necessary expense of $2,000.,) the property would be worth 
$ 10 , 000 . * 

(XoTE.—The pro])erty is incumbered in the sum of 
$4,500.) 

So far as concerns the claim of plaintiff, Shipley, the same 
covers $150. for jirofessioiial services rendered to decedent, 
under letter of employment and authority in that behalf, 
dated February 14, lf)25, (signed by decedent,) and intro¬ 
duced in evidence, without objection, under which said 
plaintiff testified that he ])ut in about 2 full months out of 
the 0 months he had the matter in charge; and that the 
item of $50.14 covered a ])ayment made by him for the ac¬ 
count and benefit of decedent, the same being an amount 
due bv decedent to the Potomac Electric Power Co. 

From what has been stated above, (and no testimony was 
adduced in the case to ovei'come the showing so made,) the 
(^oiirt is of opinion, that the plaintiffs have established the 
res])ective claims made by them herein. 

Appropriate decree in accordance with the prayers of 
the bill may be pre])ared by counsel, and submitted upon 
notice. 

A. A. IIOEHLIXG, 

Justice. 

May 27, 1925. 
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Decree, 

Filed 5, 1925. 




This (*ans(‘ eariu* on to he heard at this term; and there¬ 
upon, alter ti*ial and tlie hearini^ of witnesses and argu¬ 
ment of eonnsel, upon consideration thereof, it is, this 5 
day of June, 1925, ordered, adjudged and decreed that Mary 
V. McLaughlin recover from the estate of Marv V. Sulli- 
van Four Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventv Dollars 
($4,970), with interest from the date of this decree and 
costs, and th(‘ ])laintitT \Villiam II. Shipley recover from 
the estate of .Mary V. Sullivan One Hundred and Fiighty 
Nine and S9/10() Dollars ($189.89), with interest from the 
date of this decree and costs, and the said plaintiffs have 
a lien for the same on the ])roperty the subject of this suit, 
title to which is now in the defendant Kathleen K. Brait- 
niaver as heir at law of .Marv V. Sullivan deceased, men- 
lioned and ilescribed in the bill of complaint as follows: 
Lot numbered Forty Three in Franklin T. Sanner’s sub¬ 
division of })art of Block numbered Twenty Five (25), Co¬ 
lumbia Heights, as ])er plat recorded in the Office of the 

Snrvevoi- for the District of (\)lumbia in Liber (^ountv L‘l 

• • 

at folio 10, said pro])erty known for purposes of assess¬ 
ment and taxation as Lot Forty Three (43) in Square num¬ 
bered Twenty Fight Hundred and Fifty Nine (2,859), and 
tliat the same be sold subject to the existing first deed of 
trust secni’ing Forty Five Hundred Dollars ($4,500), re- 
coi'd(*d in laber 5005, folio 402, and that S. Herbert (Jiesv 
and Jos(*])h Y. Reeves be, and they ai*e hereby, appointed 
trustees to make said sale, giving undertaking in the penalty 
of Fivt* 'riionsand Dollars ($5,000.), and that the adver- 
tismnent of said sale be made-in the Evening Star 
newspaper. 
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It is further ordered that the ])rovisions of Equity 
Rule 08 be in all res])ects com])lied with. 

A. A. HOEHLIXG, 

Justice. 
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And from this decroo defendant in o])en (\)nrt appeals 
1o tlie (^ourt of A])peals of the District of Columbia, and 
the penalty of the undertaking' on the a])peal is fixed if 
for costs at One Hundred Dollars ($100), with leave to 
deposit in the Registry of the Court Fifty Dollars ($50) 
in lieu thereof, and if as a supersedeas the penalty of 
Five thousand Dollars ($5,000). 


A. A. IIOFIILING, 


Justice. 


MemoranJa. 


June 20, 1025.—$50 deposited hy J. Y. Reeves in lieu of 
Appeal Bond. 

Statement of p]vidence (in dujdicate) filed. 

Assi(/ntH('iits of Error. 

. Filed June 20, 1925. 

• « • * • • • 


The Court erred as follows: 

1. In holding that on the (‘vidence plaint ill’ McLaughlin 
is entitled to the relief as in and bv the (^ourCs decree 
herein found and adjudged. 

2. In not holding to the contrary. 

26 J. In holding that on the evidence ])laintiff Shipley 

is entitled to the relief as in and hv the Court’s de- 
cree herein found and adjudged. 

4. In not holding to the contrary. 

5. In passing its decree herein aforesaid. 

0. In not dismissing the bill of ])laintiffs. 

WILLIAM II. MAXOGUF:, 
JOS. Y. REFVFS, 

Attorneys for DefenJant Kathleen K. Braitmayer. 

Received copy this 26th day of June, 1925. 

S. HERBERT GIESY, 
Attorney for Plaintiffs. 
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Drsifjnafiou of Record. 

Filed June 26, 1925. 

« * * • • • • 


The detendant Katlileeii K. Braitmayer, haviiii*; per¬ 
fected ail appeal herein to the Court of Appeals of the 
District of Columbia on the 26th day of June, 1925, hereby 
recpiests the Clerk of the Sipireme Court of the District of 
Columbia to ])repare at defendant's expense a transcript 
of the record on a])peal, inclndiii" therein the following* 
])apers and ])roceedini»:s, namely: 

1. The bill of complaint. 

2. The answer of Kathleen K. Braitmaver. 

J. Memorandum opinion of the Court. 

4. The decree and appeal. 

5. .Memorandum of deposit of cash in lieu of bond on 

ap])eal. 

27 6. Assignments of error. 

7. The statement of evidence. 

8. This designation. 

WILLIAM II. MAXOCrUF, 
JOS. Y. BEEVES, 

Atfonu’ifs for Defnidaut-Appel- 
fanf Kafhicot K. Rraifinaifer. 


B(‘ceived copy of the foregoing designation of record this 
2() (lav of June, 1925. 

S. IIEBBEKT CiIESY, 

Atiinueji for Plainfiff-Apprlh'e. 


Meworandion. 


Se])tember 15, 1925.—Statement of Evidence signed. 

28 Su])reme ('ourt of the District of (^olumbia. 

United States of America, 

District of Dotumhia, ss: 

I, Morgan H. Beach, Clerk of the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia, hereby certify the foregoing pages 
numbered rfom 1 to 27, both inclusive, to be a true and 
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correct transcript of the record, according to directions of 
counsel herein tiled, copy of which is made part of this 
transcript, in cause Xo. 42849 in Equity, wherein Mary V. 
McLaughlin et al. are Plaintilfs and Kathleen K. Brait- 
mayer et al. are Defendants, as the same remains upon the 
tiles and of record in said Court. 


In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe mv name and 
athx the seal of said Court, at the (^ity of Washington, in 
said District, this 23rd day of December, 1925. 


[Seal Supreme Court of the District of Columbia.] 


EW. 


MORGAN H. BEACH, 

Clerk, 


29 Filed Aug. 19, 1925. Morgan IT. Beach, Clerk. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

E(]uity. Xo. 42849. 

Mahy V. McLaitght.ix and Wii.liam H. Shipt.ey, Plaintiffs, 


vs. 

Kathleen K. Buaitmayeu et al.. Defendants. 

AVilliam H. Manogue, Esq., 

Josef Reeves, Esq., 

Attorneys for Defendants. 

Sins: 

Please to take notice that the following amendments to 
the Defendant’s bill of exceptions will be submitted to Jus¬ 
tice Hoehling, a.nd be submitted to the court on September 
1st 1925, at 10 A. M. or as soon thereafter as counsel may 
be heard. 

Dated August 18, 1925. 

Respectfully, 

S. HERBERT GIESY, 
Attorney for Plaintiffs. 
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Sorvi(*(‘ oi' the t'orri^oiiin- acknowledired this 19th dav of 
1920 . 

\VM. H. MAXOGUK, 
Afforncif for Defendants. 
d()8. Y. KEEVES, 

Attorneif for Defendants. 

20 hi tlu‘ Sn])r(‘nio Court of the District of (\)lumhia. 

Ecjiiity. Xo. 42489. 

Mahv V. McIjAroiHAN and William H. Shipley, I^laintiffs, 

vs. 

Kathleen K. Bkaitmayeii ct ah, Dofciidaiits. 
Statement of Evidence. 

This cause came on for trial before .Mr. Justice Hoehliii^: 
in Eijuity Court ou May 20, 1925 and tliereupoii: 

The defeiidaiit, Kathleen K. Braitmayer, hein^ produced 
as a witness for the jilaiiitiffs, acknowledged her si,i 2 :uature 
to the followini*- allidavit, which was thei’eupoii otTerea in 
evidence: 

21 Su])reme Court of the District of Columbia, Holding 

Probate Court. 


Xo. 21227, Docket 70. 

Estate of M aky Sullivan, Deceased. 

(Date of death: July 28, 1923.) 

(Letter issued Xov. 21, 1923.) 

Affidavit in Lien of First Account of Kathleen K. Brait- 

maiieCy Admx. 

Xow com(‘s Katharine K. Braitmayer, the Administra¬ 
trix in the above entitled Estate and for answer to the 
circular letter directing her to tile her account, respectfully 
shows to the Court that since her appointment as adminis¬ 
tratrix of said Estate, she has not received anv monevs or 
come into |)ossession of any assets or credits due said estate, 
and there is no account she can now render. 
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She further sliows tliat after appointment as said ad¬ 
ministratrix, slie found the furnitui’e and household effects 
wliicli were set fortli in lier ])etition as of a value of Three 
hundred ($d00) dollars, that the same was old and broken 
and of little value, and that the housekee])er or companion 
of the decedent, claimed most of the furniture as her own. 

That all the hills ai^ainst the estate excei)t two claims 
fih‘d hy Wm. H. Shi])ley, for services rendered and Mary 
V. McLani»hlin, who had rc'sided in said decedent's family 
for many years, for Five thousand foi ty ($.),040.00) dollars, 
were paid hy this executrix, who is the sole heir at law and 
sole heneficiarv of said decedent. 

That the oidy real estate owned hy said decedent was 
premises 1220 Oirard St., X. W.. AVashin,i>ton, D. C., of an 
estimated value of Fii>ht thousand five hundred dollars, 
upon which there — an exist ini>‘ encumbrance of Four thou¬ 
sand live hundi*ed dollars at the time of the decedent’s 
death, and that the husband of this administratrix has 
])aid the interest of said incumbrance as well as taxes 
.42 to prevent foreclosure ])roceedin<>‘s on said property. 

That said Administi'ati’ix has contracted to sell said 
])ro])erty for the sum of Fi.i>ht thousand two hundred and 
fifty ($8,2.)0) dollars, and said contract has not been consum¬ 
mated by reason of the filing- in the fkpiity (^ourt of this 
District. A suit to subject the pro[)erty to the lien of Mary 
V. McLaui>hlin, who claims to be an ado])ted heir of dece¬ 
dent, and said cause is now pendin,i>- in the F(piity (’ourt of 
this District. 

That in view of the above, this administratilx ])rays that 
this affidavit mav be acce])ted in lieu of an account. 

(So-d.) ■ KATHLFFX K. HKAITMAYER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16 dav of Decem¬ 
ber, 1924. 

[notarial seal.] 

(Sgd.) JOSEPH E. KAISER, 

Notary PubliCy Queeas Co. 

Certificate Filed Queens Co. Re^’. #4048. 

Certificate Filed X. Y. Co. Re.i>*. #5420, X. Y. Co. Clerk’s 
#591. 

My term expires March 30, 1925. 

4—4419a 
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.‘^3 Ill tlR‘ Sii])reine Court of the District of Columbia, 

Iloldiiii*: a Probate Court. 

Oil this lOtli (lay of February, A. D. P)2r), the foiviroiu.ii* 
affidavit in lieu of First account, beiii^ now preseiitiMl for 
ap])roval, the same is, aft(‘r examination — the Court, ap¬ 
proved and ])assed. 


(S^rI.) 


JFXXIXOS BA ILF V, 

Justice. 


Tliereupon Margaret M. Lybrand was produced as a 
witness for jilaiiitiffs and gave testimony to tlie following 
effect. Knew Mary V. Sullivan, deceascnl, during life; 
knows plaintitf, Mary V. McMcLaughlin. I am lirst cousin 
to Mrs. Sullivan and Miss McLaughlin; Mrs. Sullivan's 
moth(*r and my mother were sisters; lh(‘ir inaichui nam(‘ 
was McLaughlin; Miss McLaughlin is child of brother of 
mv mother; Mrs. Braitinaver is second cousin of witness; 
slie was a niece of Mrs. Sullivan and a daughtcu* of Mrs. Sul¬ 
livan’s sister. 

Miss McLaughlin was n(*V(‘r known as Miss McLanghlin 
until Mrs. Sullivan died; she was known as .Mollic (’ollins. 

She knew them all her life and lived with them nearlv all 

• 

lier life. Mr. (’ollins was Mrs. Sullivan's father—he took 
Miss McLaughlin to raise—he had lun* from the time sh(‘ 
was two and one-half vears old. Mi's. Sullivan and Miss 
McLaughlin were brought u]) as sistiu’s. These ladies W(*r(‘ 
living at 1220 Cirard St. at breaking out of war. Mrs. 
Sullivan had boarders to help liiu* out with intei*est, taxes 
and other ex])enses. 1 saw the boarders and knew them; 
Miss McLaughlin had ])i*etty neai'ly all the work to do, ran 
the errands, tended to furnace. Mrs. Sullivan was 
34 lame in her knee over three years. Miss McLaugh¬ 
lin attended to the regular fixing for dinner, waited 
on table, did chambei'Avork, hel])ed with dishes, took care 
furnace; took snow off sidewalk. Mrs. Sullivan did sit 
there and instruct Molli(‘ what to do and she (Mollie) would 
go in and wait on the boanhu's; they started with three 
boarders and then went u]) to 23; some of boarders roomed 
and boarded and others wei*e just table boarders; they liad 
six b(‘d rooms and two in a room; S or 10 roomers in house 
all the time; some stayc'd uj) to about 4 months before Mrs. 
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Sullivan died. After the war, not so many boarders as be¬ 
fore. .Mrs. Sullivan died 28th July two years ai»o (1923); 
at time of her death she just had a couple of men. 1 have 
often heard Mrs. Sullivan say she intended to ])ay Mollie; 
that it was as much to Mollie as it was to her—Mollie used 
to i»et tired of working-. She told her she needed her to 
kee]) alon^- and work; that it would be as much for her 
benefit as hers (Mrs. Sullivan). She said that ^lollie 
would have to work as the pro])erty belonged as much to 
Mollie as to her. 

Mrs. Sullivan told Mollie that she intended to ])ay her 
for her work—just the same as anybody—that she couldn’t 
hire a servant—but that she would pay her for the work. 
She told me she intended to })ay her out of the property on 
B St. that was sold, but she didn’t; Mrs. Sullivan lost it; 
she didn’t get anything out of the sale. ^Irs. Sullivan and 
1 had talked a good many times about making a will; she 
said she intended to make a will and she said she intended 
to make a will and leave the ])roperty to the one who had 
stuck bv hei*-^Mollie. 

Witness is familiar with signature of Mrs. Sullivan. On 
being shown authority to Mr. William 11. Shipley, dated 
February 14, 1923, testifies that is her signature. There¬ 
upon the probated claim of ])laintiff, McLaughlin, being Ex¬ 
hibit “B” attached to tin* Bill of Complaint, and the pro¬ 
bated claim of ])laintif‘f, Win. II. Shi])ley, being Exhibit “(T’ 
to the Bill of Com])laint, are offercnl in evidence. 


.‘lo (’ross-exami nation: 

Xow living with my daughter at Mt. Rainier, Md. Lived 
there off and on; about 4 years. I have four children and 
visit among my children. They are grown and married. L 
am first cousin of Mrs. Sullivan and Miss McLaughlin and 
second cousin of Mrs. Braitmayer. Also a sister of Wm. 
H. Shi])ley. My husband dead six years this November. I 
boarded in (Hrard St. house between 7 and 8 months. 1 
went there about end of A])ril, 1917, early part of war; I 
was there between 7 and 8 months; Mrs. Sullivan had 
boarders right after 1 went in. My son, daughter, and my¬ 
self boarded there; we paid $30 month each for board and 
room. I went to housekee]) for my daughter in the Fall. 
]\lv son and daughter and mvself left together. No one 
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tlioro when 1 went; then about a mantli or two we got three 
guests; answennl advertisements. These three left soon 
after we did, and then they got the others; one of guests 
was a Mr. Mahoney, others Barry and Tulley. The gentle¬ 
men paid $d5 each a month when I was living there, but my 
daughter and 1 had room together. The three gentlemen 
roomed and l)oarded there; Mrs. Sullivan was in pretty 
poor health then; able to help out. Miss McLaughlin did 
principally all the work as Mrs. Sullivan was lame in her 
knees and had been for a long time; she couldn’t go up and 
down stairs well; walked and worked on level. 

Ten rooms in house; six bed rooms. My daughter had 
two little children and I went to help her. I had no trouble 
with occu])ants of Girard St. house. My son and daughter 
left with me as we had a large house. After I left I visited 
the Girard St. house every evening—Sunday and all, until 
about a week or so before her death and sat there some¬ 
times until eleven o'clock. Couldn’t have been much 
longer than a month before her death. 1 got a little miffed 
at something that was going on over there; 1 got a little sore 
at something that was said. 1 used to go over not onlv in 
-veiling as 11th and Lament as not very far. Sometimes, 
if 1 would be there at dinner time, she used to ask me 
,‘>d to have a cuj) of tea, but I didn’t take my meals very 
often. Thev hail no servant in the house. 1 was 
tliere in the evening; sometimes I went over in the dav. 

Mrs. Sullivan was a widow—1 never knew verv much 
about her money affairs; she got a police pension and a 
Grand Army ])ension; $90 a month in all; that was about 
all income she had; except what she made oft’ boarders. 
Miss McLaughlin was taken into the Collins home when 
she was but two and a half and grew up with the Collins 
children. Keiibeii Collins died October 7, 1879. She was 
well grown then and continued to live in the family and 
was treated as one of the familv. 

1 don't know of Miss McLaughlin receiving anv com- 
])ensation for any services she rendered the Collins family 
other than her sup])()rt as a member of the family. I was 
at that house during his life nearlv all the time and after 
his death I used to go there—37 C Street, Northeast; that 
home was run u]) until his wife died, and after that ]\Irs. 
Braitmaver’s mother died and Mrs. Sullivan ran it. When 
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tliev sold out they movod out—that is where the Senate 

• % 

Building was built; they moved out Northeast in Cava¬ 
naugh’s house; the two grandsons; Mrs. Sullivan and Miss 
McLaughlin occu])ied that house. They lived there a 
couple of years and moved to Mr. Carr’s house on C Street. 
During all the time they lived together; Mrs. Sullivan and 
Miss McLaughlin did the work. Mrs. Sullivan’s husband 
died at 37 C St. 1 think thev have been in Girard St. house 
about 11 Years. Home there consisted of same family— 
five of them. Mrs. Sullivan had a fall off the cars before 
she left C St. and this helped, 1 think to make her knees as 
they were. Her knees so stiff* she had to pull herself up the 
steps; she was that way three or four years. Charles Col¬ 
lins died first and then the two nephews. 

1 saw the boarders there and knew them. Thev had 
table board to prepare for ])eo])le who didn’t live in the 
house; they had at least from five to six or seven at 
37 a time; that was the extra table boarders and besides 
that they had j)eo])le living at house. She saw talde 
as high as ten at one time; one time they had two tables 
going when they had twenty-five boarders; they had it the 
greater part of the war; some were there three years, some 
two years and some one vear. Since Mrs. Sullivan died, I 
went to house looking after Miss McLaughlin. It was a 
ten room house and she was all alone. I have been raised 
with her since she was a babv. 

t 

My brother, Keuben Sliipley, was asked to stay there; he 
has been thei’e off and on since Mrs. Sullivan died; he gets 
her food, she hasn’t a i)enny to her name. 1 knew Mrs. 
Braitmaver came there after Mrs. Sullivan’s death to see 
M iss McLaughlin. 1 knew she asked Miss McLaughlin as 
to her intentions for the future. 1 heard from Mollie that 
she had offered to take her to her home in New Jersey. 

At the time of Mrs. Sullivan’s death, she left practically 
no money; money she had received from boarders was spent 
as she went along. 


Whereu])on Charles Ward Joype was called as a witness 
in behalf of the plaintiff's, after being sworn gave testimony 
to the following effect: that he knew .Mrs. Mary V. Sullivan; 
lived there from Mav, 1919 to Mav 1922 at 1220 Girard 
Street. At that time he knew Miss McLaughlin; was a 
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l>()ar(k*r tliorv. Wlivii he* wvnt tlivre, there were six other 
roomers and hoaiders and five or six table hoarders. Mak- 
inii^ from ten to twedve, varied somewhat. Miss MeLaui;hlin 
waited on table; took eaiH* of the house; she made all the 
beds; sh(‘ took eare of furnace* as far as I knew. Miss Mc- 
Lan^hlin shoveled the snow off the sidewalk in winter. Mrs. 
Snllivan seemed to siijiervise; she did some of the work; 
Mrs. Snllivan was in kitchen after I was there during meal 
time. I wonld not say she was ])hysically ca])ahle of doing 
any woik. Mi*s. McLaughlin was ii]) from early in the 
moi-ning, long before I was. I suppose that breakfast was 
cleared nj) about seven or eight. She took care of my 

lanndcry, sent it ont; lanndei’ed a few ])ieces for me 

38 that I did not want sent to lanndrv. Never had anv 

• » 

woi’ds with Mrs. Snllivan about her rent. Never had 
anv woi’ds with Mrs. Snllivan about the settlement with 
Mrs. McLaughlin; I n(‘ver talk(‘d to her about any interest 
that Mrs. McLaughlin might have* in the ])roperty. There 
never was anv servant in the house. 


Otto W. Strand, ])rodnced as a witness in l)t‘half of the 
})laintiff, being first duly sworn, gave testimony to the fol¬ 
lowing (‘ffect: that he knew Mrs. Sullivan, 1220 (lirard 
Street; knew Mrs. McLaughlin; knew Mollie Collins; knew 
her by tin* nanu* of Collins. I su])posed from talk heard 
in the house* that she* was a half sisti*!*, or some near I’elative. 
I came* th(*re to hoaid and lodge the tenth of November, 
LOT; staved th(*re until danuarv .‘U, 1018, and was there 
t(‘m]K)rarily until A])i'il, DIS. I should say the other hoard¬ 
ers were about (*ight or ti‘n, boarding and rooming. 1 do 
not r(‘colli‘ct as to tin* boarders. Miss Collins waited on 
table, se]-V(‘d the boarders, took care of the furnace. 1 do 
not know about lu‘r shoveling snow off the sidewalk and as 
to washing. I had no conversation with Mrs. Sullivan about 
the remuneration of Miss Collins. She never said anything 
to me about it. Aft(‘r 1 left tlu‘re in January, 1 would go 
there until April on Satui'days jind Sundays. There must 
have be(*n at least ten roomers and boarders in the house. 
No sei’vant in the house. Miss Collins did all the work. 
Miss Snllivan had i-henmatism oi* some similar trouble and 
was unable to go u]) and down the stairs. About all she did 
was to tell Mrs. McLaughlin to do this or do that. She was 
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not al)le to do anything lierself. 1 ])aid $33 for room and 
board. Had a room to mvself. 

Whereupon, Mary V. McLaughlin was called on her own 
behalf, but before testifying left the stand faint. 

William H. Shipley, plaintiff, knew Hrs. Sullivan. Up 
to the time she sent for him during the war, only was in 
the Girard St. house two or three times. Miss Me- 
39 Langhlin is a cousin of his. I lived out at (hievv 
(diase. When I was there, T saw the house was 
full of borders. I did not take meals there. All 1 knew 
was what ^Irs. Sullivan told me when she sent for me about 
the contract she had made for the B Street house. Had 
conversation with Mrs. Sullivan about Miss McLaughlin. 
She sent for me about a matter which extendcHl over six 
months. T think it was about April, 1923. Out of funds 
of B StiTet property. Miss ^rcLaughlin was to get $70 
a month. 1 told her she ought to make a will. She said 
she had agreed to give Miss McLaughlin $70 a month i*ec- 
om[)ense; that she woi’ked from six in the moiaiing until 
ten o’clock at night. She wanted to give part of ])rocci‘ds 
of B Street ])roperty to Miss Laughlin for her work (birin ** 
the war. She always said that Miss McLaughlin got all; 
that if she died first, ^1 iss McLaughlin will get all the houst'; 
that she had already given her the jewelry; she said sh<‘ 
would pay a part of it when she sold the B Street houst‘; 
Mrs. Sullivan said she had agreed that ^follie would have 
about $70 a month for services. T told her she could not 
get anybody for less than that. AVhen I was there*, Afi’s. 
Sullivan and she did all the work of the whole house. 
When T went there during war there was no servant in the 
house. Mollie was doing the work. T know she was doing 
everything but never had more than $40 worth of clothes 
during the whole time. That is Mrs. Sullivan’s signature; 
she executed the paper. 

Cross-examination: 

I was there only two or three times prior to January, 
1923. I just called on them, just a few minutes. AVhile I 
was there, there was no one else. Mrs. Sullivan did not 
have anv servant. Mrs. Sullivan said thev had agreed on 
$70 a month. I knew you could not get anyone at any price 
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diiriiii;' tlie war. Slit* said the work was so lieavy, Mollie 
o])ject(‘d; she ai^reed to $70 a month; I sn])posod that all 
servants had their rof)m and hoard and told her that $70 
a month was verv reasonable. The conversation 
40 took ])lace A])ril or May, 102.3, loni^ after the war; 

took j)lace in her house; dnrin<>' eveniiiij: on Girard 
Sti'eet; at niiifht. I »eiu‘rally went there at ni.i>:ht. She 
had a star hoanhn' in house named Ladson who want(‘d 
to mairv Inn*. Mollie may have been present at the con¬ 
versation and my brother and sister may have been ])resent 
at the conversation. 


Whereupon Carrie A. Reed was called as a witness 
in behalf of the ])laintitTs, after b(‘in.<»' sworn, testified she 
was an employmcMit aiifent; familiar with value of domestic 
servic(‘ waues ])aid dnrin.u' the war; familiar with wai»es 
from 1017 to 1023; she had been in business twenty-five 
years. “I cannot tell yon,” (answer to hypothetical (pies- 
tion). “All I never ])laced a woman to do all that work.” 
Domestics were .i*ettin<»- from $40 to $12.') for work according’ 
to their efticiency; that was dnrin,i»: the war. Sometimes 
they did <»enei*al work, from $40 to $7)0 a month, sometimes 
specialized in woi'k and leceived np to $125.00. Green, in¬ 
experienced li’irls were i*ettini*‘ from $10 to $40 a week and 
then 11 ]). In donn‘stic service, there is as a rule, no hours; 
on the average ])eo])le have breakfast about 8, dinner about 
0 and 7. I do not think for work outlined $70 a month 
would be excessive. She would never have been able to 


ii:et anv woman to do all that. Xever have been able to 
place a woman to work and wait on 25 ])eo])le and furnace. 
Men vary from .$25 to $.50; general utility man placed in 
house fret from $00 to $100, but $100 is the hiirhest and in 
the most exclusive families. Xot much difference in wafres 
after the war. 
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William H. Shipley iv called as a witness on his own 
helialf. Indentified Mrs. Sullivairs signature to contract, 
autliority to i\lr. Shipley to act as attorney; contract all In 
Shipley’s hand writing except signature. No objection, 
(’ontract offered in evidence, as follows: 


41 Washington, 1). (’., February 14, 19*J3. 

Mr. M. F. Mangan and \\’. H. Shipley, 

Attorneys at Law, 

40() nth Street Xoidhwest, 

Cdty. 

Dkar Sirs: 


Please notify Joe Brown that I cannot sell houses No. 
311 B Street, X. F. for less than $3,500 (about the })rice I 
understood I was to get when I signed contract). He told 
me I was to get $2,500 (‘ash and he was to jiay all claims 
against pro])erty, or I would not have signed contract. 

Please write him when von rec^eive this, as ]\Iollie and I 
cannot afford to lose anything. 


(Sgd.) 


Mits. M. V. SULLIVAN. 


Witness: 

WM. H. SHIPLEY. 
MOLLTE COLLINS. 


I ])nt in about two full months of the six months I had 
the matter in charge, trying to save the pro])erty from this 
star boarder and Brown. I probat(*d (*laim November 21, 
1023. Witness reads bill detailing his services, as follows: 
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In the Probate Ponrt of the l)istri(*t of (’ohiinhia. 

Adinr. .‘>1*227, Doe. 70. 

In re Estate of Mahv W Suluvan, Deceased. 

To William II. Shi])lev, Dr. 

To Professional services from Jany. 2)rd, 102.’>, to 
dune 4th, 102.*), live months in calling- at Xo. 1220 
Girard Street, X. W., on nmnerons occasions 
advisinji: her and looking' aft(*r her interests as 
to |)roj)erty Xo. .‘Ill B St., X. E., and 1220 Girard 
Street, X. W.; interviewin,i»- her r(‘al estate nuents 
Bucklev and P)rini»lev on mmu‘rons oc(*asions; 
interviewing: her friend Watson (’hn*k who was 
trustee for B Street house frec^iumtly callini*' at 
Potomac Power Gompany to adjust (‘lecti'ic hill; 
interviewin,u: W. D. Sullivan; trustee for Girai’d 
Street house, several tim(‘s; int(*rvi(*win.y- .lolm G. 

Brown and writin,i>- nmnerons hdters; taking- va¬ 
rious i-eal estate (‘X|)erts to s(‘(* house .‘>11 B St. 

X. W.; writiiiii'OIK* d(‘(‘d ; writing*’about six lctt(‘rs 
to Katheriiu* Breitmeyer, advisini*’ hei* as to con¬ 
dition of pro])erty, and attending*’ an interview 
when slie and her husband were present at 400 
5tli St. X. W.; also keepin<»' tax (h‘ed from issu¬ 
ing . $17)0.00 

To check ])aid Fehy. *20 102.‘>, to Potomac Eh*ctric 
Power (\)mpany, $.‘>0.14 with inter(‘st on saim* to 

date at 0/{, .Ian. 1, ’24. .‘>2.04 

To cash advan(*ed to M. V. Sullivan, in F(*hv. and 

March, 19*2.1.’.. 5.2.’) 


$187.89 

42 Gheck to William TI. Shipley indorsed by William 

IT. Shi])ley to Potomac Electric* Power (’onpiany, Feb¬ 
ruary *20, 192.‘). That is a (*lieck $.‘>0.14, Geori»:e W. Ray’s 
check. She recjuested me to ])ay it foi- lier. T jiaid hill of 
Power (’om])anv, 1220 Gii-ard Street; my brother handed it 
to me; up to this time tin* ijas was turned off. (’heck as 
follows; offered in evidence: 
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Wasliiiigtoii, i). Feby. 20, 1923. No. 1193. 

The Fanners and Meelianies National Bank. 

Fav to the older of \V. 11. Shijilev Thirty 14 Dollars $30.14. 

G. \V. Eav. 

('lieek printed on side: G. \V. Hay, 1332 31st Street N. W. 
Cheek indorsed on haek: W. 11. Shipley. 

Hnhhei- stanpied: Pay to the order of National Metro¬ 
politan Washington, 1). C. Potomac Electric Power Co. 
E. B. H. Feh. 24, 192.*). Pav to the order of anv Bank or 
Banl\(‘r. Prior indorsenients guaranteed. The National 
Metropolitan I^ank, Washington, I). C. 

1 w(*nt to see the Potomac Electric Company. 

('ross-examination: 

My brother handed me th(‘ hill and asked me to pay it. 

I suppose 1 called twenty times at 1220 Girard Street. Wit¬ 
ness identilies letters written to Mrs. Braitmaver for which 
he made (*harge February 22nd, Feh. 2.‘>rd, A])ril 30th, May 
2nd, dune 4th. Letters offered in evidence as follows; 

“Washington, 1). C., February 22, 192.‘1. 

Mis. ('atli(*rine Braitmayer, 

99 Cottage Place, 

Itidgewav, New Jersey. 

Dear Katie: 

^Oiir aunt J(*nnie sigiual a contract Jany. .*>, 192.‘>, agree¬ 
ing to sell No. .‘Ul B St. N. E. and the 4 room lirick house 
in the rear, for $2,r)00 net, all cash. She did not consult 
anybody, hut told me that she was getting $2,500 cash and 
the ])nrchaser was to ])ay off the trust of $1,000. T wrote 
to the purchaser, Joe Brown, a real estate man here, twice, 
and asked him whether he is to ])ay off the trust and 
43 give her $2,500 cash in addition, and he did not re])ly 
to either of my letters. I liad a ]\lr. Finn, a real 
estate broker, (‘all him u]) on ])hone and ])retend he wanted 
to ])urchase it, and Bi*own told Mr. Finn that he had pur- 
(‘hased the property fi*om Mrs. Sullivan for $4,500 and that 
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he wanted $4,700 for it. It had been 8 weeks since slie made 
tlie contract and the title has not been searched as vet. 

I plioned Brown telling him that I would like to under¬ 
stand the contract and whether he is to pay her $2,500 casli 
{«nd pay off the trust and he told me that he would hold her 
to the contract and give her whatever is left after paying off' 
all liens out of the $2,500. 

I have had 7 lawvers and real estate men out to see the 
house having talk(‘d to them in the office, and was offered 
$3,250, hut she says she wants $3,500. This is $1,000 more 
than doe Brown is to ])ay her. Brown used to ])ractice 
law, hut was disbarred from practice and is now in the real 
estate business. It seems he makes a deposit of .$50 to get 
a ccmti’act to sell to somehodv in his office, and states in 
the contract that he is to have ten davs after the title is 
com])leted. If he does not show any disposition to hurry 
up the title, the company is not in a hurry to tinish it, and 
this gives him tinu* to turn over the ])roperty at a big profit. 
In this case he made a contract for $2,500 and is asking 
$1,700. In the meantime, dennie is without fuel and has to 
go to bed to keep warm. She has no hoarders exce])t a man 
20 vears old, who has liv(‘d with her for three vears, does 
very little work, hut claims to he a plumber when he is only 
a laborer. When the weather is cold Jennie tells him not to 
go to work, and wlnm it is raining or has rained she tells 
him not to go to work because it is too wet, and he welcomes 
the ex<Mises as In* sle(‘ps nearly all day and goes to dances 
and (*ard gani(‘s at night. Ib* brought a young lady there 
and (*laims it is his sister, but I doubt it, and T told them 
they were too affectionate towards each other to be brother 
and sist(*r. His sister pays hoard, and the only other 
boai'der she has is a ])oliceman who has been on the force 
for about a y(‘ar. He is a thorough Christian and went to 
St. Paul's (*hui‘(‘h with me the other night. He is going 
to leave as he savs the housi* is too (*old and dennie has so 
many dead beats that tin* food is ])oor. 

She board(*d and roomed a telephone o])erator, who got 
her husband or intended husband to get an adjoining room 
there, and lu* remained there six months without ])aying 
board, and I sle])t th(*re a few nights recently and one morn¬ 
ing I ask(‘d denni(‘ before* him to go with me to the Police 
('ourt and swear out a wan-ant for non-payment of board 
and thev left that evening. Several months before that she 
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luul a man there w-o, Eeiibeii says, l)orrowed a gold wateli 
and did not ])ay board for about a year. She loaned the 
man at the house several pieces of jewelry 1 hear and she 
forgets about these things. I told her that she is not rich 
and that she owns only about $5,000 worth, real and ])ersonal 
l)roperty. 

I wanted her to sell the house when she could get $12,000 
for it during the war but as material is coming down and 
more houses are being built, T do not think she can get more 
than $8,000 on the Girard Street house. T understand that 
there is a trust of $4,500 on it, it is overdue and it has been 
sold for taxes. Mr. Sullivan, the real estate broker, who 
obtained the loon for her can tell about the loan and taxes 
on the Girard Street house. Tie told me a month ago that 
the party who made the loan died and his executors would 
])robably insist on a reduction of $1,000 on the trust. T 
tried to get Jennie to rent one floor unfurnished. She said 
the ])a])er would be ruined by housekee]^ing. T told her that 
it had not been ])a]>ered for many years, and Reuben and I 
would ])a])er it for her after the tenants moved out, and slie 
could ]>ut the furniture in one room. She claims slie has.to 
keep house for the fuimilure. Even if she sells the B St. 
liouse for $2,500, and gets $1,250 cash, this ])lumber will get 
most of it. 


44 I have* six offers for Ilu‘ house $500 cash more than 

Brown has offercul to giv(‘. I have* consulted good 

safe lawv(‘rs and thev sav BrAwn could not sue her if she 

« • • 

r(‘fus(‘d to make the d(‘al. Sh(‘ savs s1k‘ will not sell for less 
than $5,500. 1 cannot sell the house for even $3,000 because 
these ])arties say that after she receives a deposit from 
them she mav carrv through the d('al foi- $2,500. She has 
waited eight weeks on Brown, and I am afraid she will want 
to close the deal up with him b(‘cause she has very little to 
eat and no fuel. 1 went thei-e fi'om my house last night at 
9.30 and the house was locked up as I ])resume they went 
to bed to keep waimi. I have just finished building a new 
house which has taken all the money I could spare, but I 
advanced her $30 to ])ay two months electric bill to keep 
the eh'ctricitv from being turned off. Reuben savs that he 
])romised to wi-ite you, but I write this letter to inform you 
of the true condition of affairs, and because she seems to 
tiaist sti'angers rathei* than m(‘. If vou could arrange to 
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put a trust of on tlio (Jirard Street ])r()perty, whicli 

could be done in some other name than your own, and keep 

lier from losiiii*; all she has, I think it would he best not to 

sell any of the pro])ei‘ty. If she should want in the future T 

know von would feel that von should look after hei*. Mv 
• • • 

opinion is that she has about sufiicieiit left if mana.u'ed ri^lit 
to keep Mollie and herself for the balance of their lives. 
She seems to he forgetful, thinks she has ahundance and 
wants to hel]) others. Keuhen and I would help her fix 
tin* house u]), (‘tc., hut Keuhen says he does not want to 
make things comfortable for others. This man, Kohert, 
stat(*d in our pres(*nce that she is a Ba])tist from X. ('., that 
all ci’osses should he hurn(‘d and that In* would not hesitate 
to hold up ])eople if he was in ne(*d. He pret(*nds to think 
lots of Jennie, hut I do not think he is sincere. If he ,tj:ocs 

to the store oi’ makes the lire occasionallv she savs she does 

• • 

not know what sin* would do without him. 

Please keep this cnitfidt^utial as I do not want Cousin 
Jennie to think I have communicated with you about her, 
hut vou (*an investigate for vourself. 

llopini*- that you and your family ai’e well, etc., I am, 
Sincerelv, 

WILLIAM H. SHIPLEY, 

AttiH'Ui’n at 4(K) afh St. N. 


Hkai: Katukkine : 


Washin.uton, D. (\, A])r. JO, 10‘JJ. 


Xotwitlistandini*- the fact that .Mi*. Buckley, Mr. Brink- 
h*v, l>onavaries and mvself have* tried to iret vour aunt 
Xinnit* >f700 more for tin* B St. jirojierty than Brown 
olfered, she today iunored all of ns and was ])ursuaded by 
her star hoarder to uo to lL*own’s office and settle on his 
terms, and he mav i*et hei* to divide the monev. She is 
rather foxy, not liavini*' let me know anythin,<*• and the last 
time 1 was then* she kept out of my way, no doubt intend- 
iiiu’ to s(*ttl(* with Brown. 

P>onavari(‘s, who was to uivi* ln*r $700 mon* when Brown 
was out of tin* way, is out $00, Brinkley holds about $150 
aLminst her and she owes othei* debts. The (Jirard Street 
))ro])erty has $4,500 on it and the interest and trust is due 
and sin* sinin*d a contract with the trustee, Sullivan, for a 
new loan and he has ordert*d it. 1 ])honed to Brinkley to- 
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day and informed him tliat the real estate man for Girard 
St. house told me she signed a contract, and he says he is 
i»'oin<>- to see her today and this was the tirst we heard from 
it. She certainly is goin^’ throngh with what she owns fast. 
I thought she was worth $5,000 including furniture, but it is 
more like $3,000. The boarder is still there. His sister left 
and is back again on 3rd floor keeping house. The Women’s 

Bureau of Police Gourt told me that this woman and 
45 Ladson were married about Feby. 1st, this year, and 

her name was Smvthe—I knew they were not 

» • 

brother.*? and sister. I told Jennie and she savs she doe*, 
not care what the records show, but she believes what he 
says and ])eople are ])ntting nj) a job on him. She and he 
denied they were married, and Jennie believes it. To get a 
loan on Girai'd Street ])roperty Brinkley would have to be 
consulted as he holds the title and $4,500 will not be enough 
to cover what she owes Brinkley, and others and commis¬ 
sion for the loan and costs. 

I think it would be a good idea to let the property be sold 
under the trust oi* at private sale to save commissions and 
invest the monev for her benefit. 

Hope yon and yonr family are well. We are all well and 
I ho])e to hear from you soon. 

Yours very truly, 

WILLIAM II. SIIIPLFY.” 


AVashington, 1). (\, May 2, 1923. 

Dear Katie: 

Aftei* writing yon yesterday, a copy of the letter being 
inclosed, 1 called to see Mrs. Sullivan and I must say she 
is very slv, not having wanted me to see the new automo- 
bile she ])urchased for Ladson. I understand he is going 
to go in it to A^irginia with his wife, but Jennie wants to 
keep him at home. 

As you know Mr. Brinkley has the title to Girard Street 
property, but says he will retain title to it as long as he 
can. 

He says something must be done to protect her from 
scinandering the balance of her property. It is fast slip- 
j)ing from her, and 1 estimate it is now worth only about 
$3,000 including furniture. 

She ordered a new loan on Girard Street property and 
the commission and title papers, as you know, will cost 
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])r(>l)al)ly and sin* will liavo to pay for an outstand¬ 

ing* tax (UhhI takon ii]) by (irindloy and taxes and interest, 
and this will n(‘(*essitat(‘ hei* ,u*(‘ttinu* a loan of $r),0()() or more, 
or as miK'li as the ])ro])ei*ty will stand. As she is inea])al)le 
of renting** rooms to advanta,i*:e to make them ])ay, more in- 
t(‘rest and tax(‘s will aeenmnlate. 

Hiiekl(*y, (Jrindh‘y and others, as well as myself, think 
that it would ])i-ohahly lu* hettcn* to let the ])ro])erty be sold 
at anetion. In that (‘veiit a ])etition shonld he filed to make 
her out incompetent to deal with hei* pro])erty for her own 
pi*otection. Sh(‘ will not listen to anybody but Ladson and 
it may he that his wife is coop(‘ratin.i»* with him to ruin her 
tinanciallv. It is vi‘rv h/miliatiny; to me to have mv friends 
hei]) lu‘i- thron.uh my ])//rsnation and tlnm have her ignore* 
me and make eiunnies. I shonld chai\i»e her $150 for pro- 
f(‘ssional services renderiHl, and she had me borrow $50.14 
to ])ay oiu* of Inn* (‘l(‘cti*ic bills and says she cannot s])are the 
money to ])ay im* back. However, I can make it out of the 
(lirard St. ])ro])erty. 

Ho])in,i>* yon will i*o ov(‘r this matter with yonr husband, 
and let me know yonr views, I remain 
Voni*s V(‘i‘y ]‘(‘s])(‘ctfnlly, 

WILLIAM II. SHIPLEY.’’ 


P S.—A petition conld be drawn up here and sent on to 
vou to acknowledue, and von could come down at the hear- 
ing. 

Of cours(‘, sin* is not insane, hut it could be drawn iu a 
mild foi*m or to the effect that she is inca])able of making 
a valid deed or contract, and we can furnish the evidence 
by witnesses here and show what we did and how she has 
been treated.” 

Yours, 


HARRY.” 


K. K. BRAITMAYER VS. M. V. MC LAUGHLIN ET AL. 


41 


40 


“M. V. 


Maiii>an, Atloriioy at Law, 400 P''il'th Street, 
Northwest, Washington, D. Cl 


June 4, 1923. 

Mr. (). W. Braitmayer, 
oO Broad Street, 

New York, X. V. 

Dear Sir: 

Keplyinj*' to yonr letter ot* .I line 1st, I wish to state that 
Jennie told me about three weeks ai*o that she had signed 
a eonti’aet with Mi*. Sullivan, one ot* the trustees who has 
offices No. 1408 Ey(‘ St. Tor a loan to take nj) the $4,000 loan 
on the (lirard Street ])ro])(‘rty, and that she wished to 
have me write Sullivan that she did not understand what 
she signed. I wrote him and he took the letter and read it 

to her. In that letter I stated that she was an old ladv 

• 

about 79 years of age, did not understand about business 
affairs and that Mr. Bucklev could have gotten her a loan of 
enough to take up the overdue trust, ])ay a commission of 
oVi to obtain the loan and also to ])ay for new title j)ai)ers, 
etc. and that Ladson, I understood from investigation by 
mv brother and mvself, had obtained the check of about 
$1,250, purchased a new Foi’d and s])ent the balance of the 
money for B Street pro])erty. I heard my brother tell her 
that and also that Ladson was married in Febv. in Alexan- 
dria, that the woman who lived with him was not his 
sister but his wife and that he would not come back to see 
her again until he could make another haul. Jennie would 
not believe this and I have kejit away from the house be¬ 
cause Sullivan read the letter to her. I am sorrv that I 

* 

have her dislike, but somebody had to tell her the truth. 
She is afraid I will have a (^ommittee ap|)ointed for her, 
but Katie will have to do that if one is necessary. Mr. 
Bucklev had a talk with Sullivan at the Court House and 
he told Buckley that he is getting $4,000 for her, and I 
told him I was afraid she would lead Sullivan to believe that 
she had cash on hand to pay any difference over the $4,000 
reipiired to take up the overdue trust and then he would 
advertise for sale and collect a commission of ‘LJ for loan 
of $4,000 and 5'r commission if the house is sold. The 
house will stand a loan from anybody of $5,000 and 1 wrote 
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Sullivan to that etlVet and stated to him that she has not 
any money. I paid $.‘>1.14 to have lier electricity kept on, 
and since tlieii she owes ov(‘i* and it is now cut olT. 1 
do not know what debts slie ow(‘s on account of Ladson as 
notes may he outstanding'. Brown sold the 1^ St. ])ro})erty 
for $4,700 so 1 am informed and ])aid less than $2,500 for 

it. Bncklev vV: Brinklev had hei' execnti* a deed to (jirard 

• • 

property, hut th(‘y will not j)nt it on recoi'd and she is now 
trying to i»'et them to d(‘(‘d it hack to lun* and they want 
to do so as they an* pi'ovok(‘d at ht‘r foi' iunorini*' them 
after they had saved tin* (Jirai'd Sti*(‘et pro])ei'ty from a 
tax deed to Wiltsie and advaiu'ed h(‘r mon(‘v. 

S1h‘ had this linn, Watson (’lark. In*!* old friend, my 
brother and mvself and the advici* of one* of tin* l)(‘st law- 
yers, .Man<»an, to advise mi*, hut sin* ignored all of h(*i' and 
took Ladson's advici*. She is still niiinini^' to front door 
when she hears automobiles thinking*' it is Ladson althoni*h 
he has been .u:one a con])le months and lives on 2nd Strt‘(‘( 
here. 

Mv brother savs slu* will not l)ern‘ve anvthiiii*' v(*t against 
Ladson, that he is mai'ri(*d, etc. and heli(*V(*s that his fath(*r 
is comini*' to tin* (’ity to brim*' him a legacy of $1,()()() which 
she is to ^et. If he ohtaim‘d hei' mon(‘y In* did so throni*h 
false ])retenses or eml)ezzlemi*nt by ])/n'snasion and tricked 
her into ])artinu' with it, and tin* n(‘w Ford anto 

47 should be taki'ii a wav from him. Ibicklev savs a 

• • • 

Committee should be a])p()int(‘d for ln*r to savi* tin* 
balance she owns which is about $.‘>,()()(), but Katii* is h(*r 
nearest relative and I do not know whetln*!* 1 could hh* tin* 
petition if re(pu*st(‘d by yoni* wife. 1 was willin.i*' to i*'ive her 
all the assistance I could, but havi* wast(*d about 4 months 
and advanced her about $55 and r(*c(*iv(*d no thanks from 
her. Even should she receive the loan to cov(‘r all, ])ei'sons 
such as Ladson could uet her to sinn a noti* and take* ln*r 
eiinity in the ])roperty. 

T do not see what your brotln*r ('onld do, unless it has 
reference to tin* a])])ointment of a committee to save* tin* 
balance she owns. Tin* $90 she receives in pensions will 
sn])port her but thei'i* is no ri'ason why ])eo])le should 
swindle her out of what she should enjoy while they can 
ride around in a machine ])nrchas(‘d by her money and 
spend money belon<*ini>' to ln*r. 
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that yon and l\atio are well, and that 1 have not 
bothered von too nuieh in re(*itiiii>- these facts to vou, I am 
Yonrs verv trnlv, 

WILLIAM IL SIIIP1.lv, 

4()() oth St. X. W.” 


I was dismissed about dniu^ 4th; I then knew that 1 was 
not on irood terms with Mrs. Snllivan at the time of her 
death. I think she i*()t offended because I wrote W. G. 
Snllivan that she was 73 vears old. I saw her three or 
four weeks before her death. I did not go to the hospital; 
I guess it was a conjde of months after her death that T 
went to Gii'ard StiH‘et hons(‘. When 1 went there, I saw 
Miss McLaughlin and at tin* saim* time 1 saw my brother. 
I wrote Mrs. Bi*aitmay(‘r aftei- Mrs. Snllivan’s death, but 
I didn’t say anything about Mrs. Snllivan’s agreeing to ])ay 
.$70 a month to Mrs. Mcdianghlin. I was favorable to Mrs. 
McLanghlin tiling this snit. I told her she would have to be 
placed in a home, unless she tiled this snit. I wanted to 
intei’vmie bnt Mi*. Giesy ]nit me in as [)laintilf. My relations 
w(‘re favorable to the bringing of this snit. I don’t know 
that I had them directlv connselh‘d to the bringing of this 
snit. 

Sti])nlation.—B(‘canse of the illness of plaintiff. Miss 
M(djanghlin, it is sti])nlat<'d that if she took tin* stand as a 
witn(‘ss sh(‘ wonld 1(*stifv in snbstance as the other wit- 
n(‘ss(*s in tin* cast* havt* t(‘slili(‘d hei'cin, concerning the 
s(‘rviet‘s i-(‘ndered by her and tin* character thereof at prem 
ises 12-0 Girard St., X. W. ((). K. by Giesy; (). K. by 
Peeves.) 


48 Thereupon the deposition of William M. Bragavi 
was read to tin* following effect; that he resided at 
(’oloidal Beach, Va.; was retired; knew Miss Mary V. Mc¬ 
Langhlin; did know Alaiy V. Gollins or Mary V. McLaugh¬ 
lin; they lived at 1220 Girard Street, X^. W.; did not know 
her of the name of McLanghlin; knew her by the name of 
(V)llins; he lived 1222 Girard Street, X. W., next door to 
the Snllivan's; knew these two ladies about ten years; 
thought it was about that time he bonght that place; it was 
a few days before that he became accpiainted; knew them 
ii]) to Mrs. Snllivan’s death which was over a period of ten 
veai'S. During that time went into and out of their house 
frequently; talked to them; Miss Collins seemed to do 
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^‘verytliini*’ ai'oniid tliv liousi*; slu‘ vookcd, she washed and 
she did every!liin.L»‘ ai'ouiid the house, it seemed. Talked 
to her Old in the ])aek yard, she was haiiKin^: clothes on 
the liin*; talk(‘d more from the front porch and the hack 
vard than w(‘ did in the house. She tended to furnace, 
went to tlie store, did all the rnnnin,i>: of errands, went every- 
wlierc*. Itoesn't think Mrs. Sullivan ever went out; never 
saw hei* lio out. 

Durinu: tlu* period of the (Jreat War, they took in 
hoarders; did not know how manv, onlv Mrs. Sullivan said 
her rooms w(‘re all lull. Miss Mollv did the work about 


the hous(‘: nevei* saw anv servant, never had anv servants 
that he ever saw. Miss McLauirhlin would take care of 
the room> of tlu* l)oai’d(‘rs: did the cooking*. Had a con- 


V(*i-satio]i with 


Mrs. Sullivan about the remuneration of 


Miss Collins; theiv was somethiiiir said about Miss Mollv 
doini*' the woi'k and Mrs. Sullivan said that she had no 


other ])lac(*, and slu* said that she was her adoyded sister— 
(bat she was an ado])ted child, by some ])ay)ers of adoption 
or somethini*' of that kind. 1 don't remember just exactly 

bow that was, but anvbow sbe said that Miss Mollv would 

• • 

ii'ct what she had if she went first. T don't remember her 
exact woi’ds but somethiniu: to that etfect—that Miss Molly 
would u(‘t what she had, if slu* went first; wlien she was 
,i*(me it was to '^o to Miss .Molly. That was about ilu* 
T) substaiK'i* of it—I don't ri*memb(*i* exactlv the woi’ds. 


Well, in saying that Miss Molly was to have all 
•iiat slu* bad if slu* went lirst, bow many times did she sav 
that ! A. Slu* said it (yuite a number of times to me. Left 
that impri*ssion in my mind, you know, that Miss Molly was 
to <i(‘t what she had. 


Q. W(‘ll, was that statement made in connection with anv 
woi-k A. Slu* said that Miss .Mollv did eveiwthinij: for her 
and slu* e(uildn't uet aloni*’ without lu*r—that it was for- 
(unati* that Miss Molly was with her. 


Q. Did ^be say anything- about yiayini*' Miss Molly for 
this woi'k ! A. Xo, not that 1 r(‘member, only what I said— 
only that Miss Molly would ti(*t what she had. That Miss 
^lolly was 000(1 to lu'r and she wanted to see that she was 
takt*n (*are of and so slu* should have what was left, if she 
went first. I can't remember the exact words she s])oke, 
but that was the general imyiression that was left on my 
mind. 
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Tlu‘ services were leiulered l)v ]\Iiss Mollie Collins from 
1914; I think it was the last of the year. She was working 
there when 1 went there. 


( Voss-examination : 

Could not tell Mrs. SnllivaiCs a.i*e; she was a woman who 
did not show her ai;e: 1 think she was between 70 and 80 

vears old. At first she was active and then she became 

• 

so that she was not so active. Miss McLan;L>hlin was about 
50, a younger woman than Mrs. Sullivan. 1 am not much 
of a judj»e of ai>es. Mrs. Sullivan was a very accomplished 
woman. Would call once a week, maybe two or three weeks 
would i;:o by before w(‘ would ,i>o in there again, but in the 
meantime we would talk back and forth just the same. Her 
bav window and mv bav window were right across from 
(‘ach othei*—not more than eight or ten feet apart and we 
would sit there and talk. And then sometimes when we 

would be in our backvard and thev would be in theirs we 

• • 

would talk. We had a flower garden out in our back ycard 
and th(‘y would fi-ecjuently come* out and talk to us when I 
was out there; we would talk together. Called at 
50 the house four or five times a year, sometimes more, 
sometimes probably less. Not very often though. 
We didn’t go in their hous(‘ a great d(‘al. 1 could see them 
go in and out and 1 (*ould s(‘e IIkuu at work; if anybody had 
tend(‘(l tb(' furnace*, 1 would have* s('(*n th(*m going in and 
out. A stat(‘ment that .Miss Medjaugblin t(‘nd(‘d to furnace 
was bas(*d on the fact that th(‘r(‘ was nobodv else to attend 
to it. Excepting the war period when they took roomers, 
from time to time there would be other people in there. 1 
think she would havo roomers in there from time to time. 

Mv recollection is that from time to time thev did have 

• « 

roomers in th(*re. 1 will tell von one wav T know that she 

• « 

had room(‘i*s in thei*e, would be because Mi’s. Sullivan would 
say that sin* had her gas bill or hei* el(*ctric light bill to pay, 
and that she couldn’t ])ay it until she got the room rent, or 
something of that kind. She would talk to us just like 
friends would talk to each other. 

Mrs. Sullivan was an accom])lished lady; she sang, painted 
and play(*d. She was a woman of accom])lishments and 
intelligence; never saw hei* do any woi-k around the house; 
she used to go out in her back yard and work. She had a 
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littlo out ill livr hack vard and used to come out and 

work in it: nnneinher one day, I saw tier out there trans- 
plantin.i;' some radishes. 1 said to lier, “You can’t make 
them ,i»:row. Radishes won’t i»row like that.” Slie said, 
“Von wait and see”, and sure enouixli they did ii:row. 
Always calh‘d Miss (’ollins, .Miss .Molly; i^uess T <>:ot the 
impr(*ssion hi‘r name was (’ollins from Mrs. Sullivan. 

“Q. Von stated on direct e.xamination that on one occa¬ 
sion .Mrs. Sullivan told vou that she intended to leave her 
entire estate* to .Miss .Molly, did you not? A. Yes, sir. 
That was about it. 

(,). Xow, can you tell a])|)roximately when it was.’ 
ol Well, it was not only one time, hut I think my 

r(*collection is that she said it several times. She 
scenu'd to think a lot of .Miss .Mollv. 

Was that near the time of her death, or a loiij*: time 
l)(‘for(*? .\. That was some time before her death. 

(^). It is important to fi.x the time and ])lace. A. In her 
own house. It mi.i»ht have been in the ])arlor, or 1 may 
have b(‘(‘n in the window when she told me, or it may have 
b(‘(‘n in tin* back vard.” 

.Mrs. Sullivan said she wanted to see that Miss .Mollie would 
never suffc*!* for anyt bini**. She e.xpected to leave what she 
bad to .Miss Molly, if sin* di(*d first. AVh(*n they called, she 
rcc(*iv(‘d them in tbi* )>arlo/M‘, sometimes in the dinin<i’ 
room: wc w(*r(* intirnati* ac(piaintanc(‘s, iu‘i,i;hbors, se(‘in^' 
(*acb oth(‘r and talking’ to (‘ach dailv. (’ailed live or six 
tim(*s a year. .Mrs. Sullivan sani»‘ those old time son.<*s 
wbich 1 enjoy(‘d very much. 

“(,). Von understood that shi* was to take cai’e of .Miss 
.Molly.' Ves, for the work that .Miss .Molly was doing’. 
1 don’t know whether she gave h(‘r anv other remuneration 
exc(*])t her clotlu*s. If there was anyhing else, T don’t 
know foi- sure* about that.” 


Redirect i‘Xamination: 

Von say, Mr. I’ragaw, that you called at the Sullivan 

lionn* about live* times a vear. How do vou arrive at that 

• • 

numbt‘r.' 1 wouldn’t state live times delinitelv—mavbe 

• • 

sometinu*s tliri*i' oi* four or live* or six times, oi* more. I 
would lu*ai* lu‘r singing sometimes and 1 would go around 
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there and j>o in. I enjoyed her mnsie because the songs 
that she snng were those that I enjoyed—“Annie Laurie,” 
“(’omiiT Tln*o’ tlie Hye,” and tliose old songs. 

Q. Do yon think yon called as many as ten times a year! 
A. No, 1 couldn’t say how many times. 


Mr. Keeves: I will ask the stenographer to make a note 
that at the time this deposition is ])resented to the court, I 
will move that it be stricken on the ground that it does not 
tend to ])rove the issues of this case.” 


52 And, thereupon, Mrs. Barbara E. Bragaw’s d(‘])- 
osition was read, to the following effect: her resi¬ 
dence was Colonial Beach; knew ]\Irs. Mary V^. Sullivan; 
knew Miss Mary V. McLaughlin; knew the lady as Miss 
Molly, ^Irs. Sullivan’s adopted sister; never knew her by 
any name, except Mrs. Sullivan’s ado])ted sister; Mrs. Sul¬ 
livan told her herself that she was her ado])ted sister. 
Knew them through being neighbors, met them when we 
moved there, ^Irs. Sullivan called. Their house was #1220 
(lirai'd and our house was #1222 (lirard Street. We moved 
into #1222 (Jirard Sti*eet, just before the war, 1914 or 1912; 
didn’t rememb(*i- wliich. When we bought the house, became 
ac(|uainted with Mrs. Sullivan. When I was at home saw 
.^^rs. Sullivan evei'v dav. Tlardlv a dav would ])ass tlmt \ 
would not see her and say something to her. 

Would not go into their house every day, but would go 
in their house oc(*asionally and she came to our house oc- 
casionallv; would see each other ev^erv dav when T was not 

awav from hom(‘. I made obseiwation of what ^liss ^follv 

• » 

was doing in this house; she was doing general house-work; 
she cooked, washed, did eveiything; saw her hanging clothes 
in the back yard; saw her shoveling snow off the front side¬ 
walk manv times. Xever had a servant. ]\rrs. Sullivan 
did not do very much about the house. T think she ])erha])s 
she might have assisted Miss ^lolly, but T don’t think she 
was strong enough to do much. 

^^rs. Sullivan told her that she ex])ected to see that she 
left Miss Mollv comfortable and what she would have when 

t 

she died would be Miss ^Follv’s. She said she was her 

• 

ado])ted sister; told me ]>ositively that ^Fiss ^Folly was hex 
adopted sister. Never talked about making a will. ]\Frs. 
Sullivan onlv told me that Miss Mollv would be her heir. 


4S 
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She stated she intended to leave Miss Molly eoinfortahle, 
Miss Mollv would have what she had. 

Said that ^liss Mollv had waited on her—and she 
.V) did, durin!»: her illness, that I know of—she had rhen- 
inatisni and I know that this little ladv waited on her 
and also did the house work. There were roomers in the 
house. 

Dining- the war did you have oeeasion to ohs(‘rve 
what was i»()ini»’ on in that house/ A. Xo, sir. 

(j. I mean with referenee to anybody hein^ there/ A. 
Onlv from what Mrs. Sullivan would tell me. There was 
mor(‘ than one time wlu*n she would tell me that she had 
her house full.” 


She is a fi'icmd of Miss Moll vs as mueh as she ever was. 


Have not seen h(‘r sinee she has been in Washington this 
time; talked to nobody about this ease. Mrs. Sullivan ^’ot 
inonev from hei* on s(‘V(‘ral oeeasions; told her she would 


pay hei* when h(‘r roomers ])aid their rent. 

”Q. How did Mis. Sullivan ever ha])])en to tell you that 
.Miss ^[olly was her ado]>ted sister? Did you make any 
in<iuirv as to .Miss MeLaui^hlin’s position in the house/ A. 
Xo, sir. Miss Sullivan was just tellin.ii: me about Miss 
Hollins. Xow, I may hav(‘. 1 he" your ])ardon. 1 may 
have asked her what hm- name was and she told me she was 


her ado])ted sister. 

(^). You may have asked her some (piestions? A. T rather 


think 1 di<l ask luu- what relation was Miss Hollins. Here 


is how 1 think it hapixmed. W(‘ were talkin.!? one day. \ 
was in there, soeiallv, one dav, and Miss ^Follv waited on 
us, and I ask(‘d Ikm- what .Miss Molly was, what relation to 
her, and she told me that Miss ^Folly was her ado])ted 
sister.” 


That was in the livin." room; that was four or five years 
before her (h‘ath. Miss Molly had brought in refreshments. 
^Frs. Sullivan was a eonsiderahly older woman than ^Fiss 
^Folly was. Oreater ]Rirt of the time, nobody else lived 
in the house with these two ladies. 


“Q. AVho did most of the work? A. ^Fiss ^Folly was 
really tin* one who did most of the work; ^Frs. Sullivan was 
really unable to do the work. She looked well, hut she had 
rheumatism. Homplainin." all the while. There was a doc¬ 
tor near ther(‘ who do(*tored her. 
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54 Q. Did she say how long* Miss Molly had been a 

meinher of the family? A. 1 think that she said that 
her brother or her father had adopted ^liss ^lolly. Now, 
really, 1 couldn’t say. 1 would not like to tell you just how 
long but she did tell me that Miss Molly was adopted by 
either her brother or her father. I couldn’t tell you the de- 
tails, because I never thought 1 would be called on for this. 
1 never kept it in mind.” 

Sometimes, 1 would go in there once or twice a week, and 
then maybe there would be weeks that 1 wouldn’t go in there; 
would average more than a dozen calls a year. We con¬ 
sidered ourselves good neighbors. 


Reuben B. Shipley, called as a witness in behalf of the 
plaintiffs, after being sworn testified as follows; was a 
cousin of Mrs. Sullivan; she lived at 57 C Street and in 
another house on V Street and 1220 (iirard Street, where 
she lived about twenty years. 1 was a visitor at house. I 
am a cousin of Miss McLaughlin. The ladies lived together 
all their lives, practically within two years of it. Miss 
McLaughlin was about two years old when she came to be 
with the (’ollins family. About the breaking out of the war 
or before that a little, they started taking boarders. I went 
there during the war when they had boarders. 1 went there 
once or t\yice a week, and sometimes every night. At one 
time, they had as high as twenty-five boarders and roomers, 
and ran down to 15, 14 and 12, it varied; had boarders for 
([uite a while after the war. Mrs. McLaughlin did a little 
bit of evTM'ything; she waited on table; washed the dishes; 
tended the furimce. Mrs. Sullivan did go a little until her 
knee was so bad she could not get around They had their 
washing done, sent it out. Miss ^IcLaughlin used to do 
the errands, the marketing. Mrs. Sullivan prepared the 
cooking and they both did it together; Miss McLaughlin did 
the principal ])art of the work; Mrs. Sullivan ])ut it in stove 
])rincipally. I ha])pened to be there later, a little after the 
war started, at 1220 (iirard Street. ^Irs. Sullivan 
55 stated that while they had the most of the boarders. 
Miss ^McT.aughlin was not used to going around stran¬ 
gers. ^trs. Sullivan stated you have got to do it, nobody else 
to do it; cannot hire anyone if T had the money; they were 
scarce. She stated that what belonged to her belonged to 
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Molly and that she would pay her whatever she wanted, 
so Mol lie picked up and went in, and aftei* she went in she 
said there was not anvhodv hut the two of them left and . 
what there was belonged to one as much as to the other. I 
heard Mrs. Sullivan and MoHie talk it over. I rememhei* 
the sale of the I> Street house. At the time, Mrs. Sullivan 
said she would have the money to pay everyone that she 
owed; she said she would have the money to pay when she 
sold the H Street house. 1 took hill for ele(*tric li^ht to tlu* 
office of mv brother; it was hill for 1*220 (Jirard Street. 
Thev had been after the hill and she, Mrs. Sullivan, did not 
have the monev to laiv it. I said that mv brother had the 

ft 1 • • 

money to pay it and he did. 1 knew my brother was mixed 
up with tin* sale of the B Street property. She did not tell 
me anythin.^: about wbat paynuMit h(‘ would .i»(*t. The money 
that was ])aid in by board(‘i’s was us(‘d up in payment of the 
bills for runninii: tlu* bouse. Th(*v could hardlv make* ends 
meet at that. There was a mort.i*ai*(* on tin* house and 1 
think it was increas(‘d just about tlu* tinu* Mrs. Sullivan 
di(‘d. I do not know whei’c tlu* mou(‘y w(*nt. I am liviiii*- 
at 1220 (lirard Sti'(*i‘t; have b(‘(‘n tlu*r(* about thiHU* years, 
since before Mrs. Sullivan di(‘d; went tb(‘i‘(‘ just before slu* 
died; nobody there then but Miss McLaiiuhlin and I. It 
has been so since Mrs. Sullivan <lied. .Mrs. Sullivan had a 
roomer or two thert* up to tlu* tinu* slu* died. Tt is a ten 
]*oom house. 


Hedire(*t examination: 

The old trust was diu* and they had to ,i»et a n(*w trust to 
cover the old trust and intei'est that was dm*. Mrs. Brait- 
maver came to mv house; want(*d to see me. lA*ft word 

• ft 

for me to ^o over to a])artment; I went there. Sh asked me 
to .ixo there and take (*are of the old ladies; that she 
5f) would feel safer; that she ho])ed that t]u*y would have 
enough to kee]) them the r(*st of their days. That was 
about a vear before ^Irs. Sullivan’s deatli. She said she did 

ft 

not want to ask her liusband to su])port them. Tt was a year 
or a little bettei* than a vear before* ^Irs. Sullivan died. 

Mrs. Lybrant recalled. TTad conversation with Mrs. Sul¬ 
livan; she hadn’t the money to ]>ay the electric liixht bill; she 
sent for ^fr. Shi])ley to ])ay tlu* bill. Said she was ixoiipu: to 
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])ay liiiii for everything he had done; that he had been very 
kind; I called her Atolly, hut she never allowed anyone to 
call her ^Follie ^rcLaughlin. 

Irene M. Dunham, ])roduced as a witness for plaintiff, 
after being hrst duly sworn, testified she had ein])loyment 
office, (ientlewoinen’s League, 17th and II Streets; furnished 
domestics; familiar with wages ])aid domestics; was familiar 
with wages ])aid domestics during war. Hypothetical cpies- 
tion, from amount of work I would say $75 a month during 
war. If hoarders went down to (i or 8, after the war, I 
should say that about $()5 a month. They usually get their 
room and hoai’d. Don’t think the hours of work make any 
difference. The hours make no difference; it is what they 
do in th(‘ hours of work. 


DIaintifTs offcuHMl in (‘vidcmci* recoi*d in pi’ohate case 
#51225, among whi(*h were the ))etition ; inventory of money 
and d(‘l)ts, and memoi'andum of February 7th, 1925, being 
repoi’t of Register of AVills, as follows. 

57 In the Supi'cmc (^ourt of the District of Folumhia, 

Holding fh’ohate (\)urt 

Administration, Xo. 51227. 


In i*e Fstat(‘ of Maijy V. Stelivax 


The p(‘titioii of I\athh‘(m I\. Hraitmayer res])ectfully 
i'e])]'esents: 

1. That she is a ('itizcm of the United States and a resi- 
(hmt of th(‘ State of Xcw Jm-scy, and files this ])etition for 
letters of administration upon the Estate of her late Aunt 
Mary V. Sullivan, late a resident of tlie District of Colum¬ 
bia. 

2. That decedr/nt Hary V. Sullivan a widow, never hav¬ 
ing had issue, who was a resident of the District of Columbia 
for the past forty years departed this life in the City of 
AVashington, D. C., on the 28th day of July 1925 intestate 
leaving no hnshand or children; no fatlier or mother; no 
sister or brother and no niece or nepliew, other tlian your 
])etitioner who is the sole surviving heir at law and next 
of kinr/ of .said decedunt. 
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Tlint tlu* only estate left l)y deeednnt consists of 
premises 1220 (iirard Street, X. W. in the City of Washing¬ 
ton, I). C. of the assessed value of $6255.()() and furniture 
and household etfects located at premises 1220 (Jirard 
Street, X. W. of the value of about Three hundred ($800) 
dollars. 

4. That there are no debts ai^ainst said estate, your peti¬ 
tioner havini*- paid ail debts left nn])aid at the time of de¬ 
cedent death, inclndin.ic those incident to her last illness, 
such as the nndertakei's l)ill and the Doctors bill, etc. 

Whei'cfor- your ))etitioner ])rays that letters of Adminis¬ 
tration be issued to her ])rovidin<r the bond required by the 
Court, and that she have such other and further relief 
as the nature of the case may require. 


(Slid.) 


KATTILEEX K. RRATTMAYER. 


oS Kathleen K. Braitmavei* bein<»’ first dnlv sworn de- 

• 'i™ • 

poses and says, that she has read over the above ])e- 
t it ion bv li(‘r subscribed and knows the contents thereof, and 
that the same is true as she verilv believes. 

Snbscrib(‘d and sworn to before me this 7th day of X"o- 
v(‘mlH‘r, 1928. 

[Xotary Scsd, C. Edwin Rees, Xotary Public, Ed«:ewood, 
X. J., State of X(‘w d(‘rs(‘y. County of Ber<;en.| 


(E^-d.) 


(1. EDWIX REES. 


89 Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, lloldini*' 

a Probate Court 

IitrrHfor/f <}f (lud Debts Due to Deceased. 

The d(‘ce(hMit in the within Estate left no monies or debts 
of anv kind due tlu‘ Estat(‘. 


District or Coi.umbta, To trit : 

Kathhnm K. Braitmavin*, (‘xecntrix of tlu‘ Estat(‘ of Marv 
V. Sullivan, late of Washington, D. (8 deceased do solemnly 
sweai* that tin* foreu’oini*' schedule is a true and perfect 
inventorv of all the Mcmev belon<>ini»: to tbe deceased, and 
of all the Debts dn(‘ the said deceased, which have come 
to her hands or knowlediie and that she will well and trnlv 
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cliari»o litM\self with all money and all and every such debt 
or debts as shall hereafter come to her knowledge of posses¬ 


sion. 


(Sgd.) 


KATIILKKX K. BKAITMAYER. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 1st day of March, 
A. D. 1924. 

(Sgd.) ANDREW R. Burden, 

Nofarjf Public. 

Notary Public, Bronx County, No. 145. 

Cert. Filed in New York Co. No. 90(1. Rei*-. No. 4()50. 
Cert. Filed in Queens (^ounty No. 1279. 

(Commission Expires March doth, 1924. 

()() Office of Re^i^ister of AVills, AVashin<»ton, J). C. 

No. 51227. 


Estate of Mai;v V. Scllivax, Deceased. 

Estate: No ])ersonalty. 

Attorney’s Fee: None. 

Bond: -. 

(Commission: -. 

Maintenance under order of th(‘ court. 

Relation of Ciuardian to \Vard:-. 

Relation of Admiiiistratoi* to deceas(‘d: Ni(‘C(‘. 

Rule 14 does not ap])ly. 

Remarks: Estate held o])(‘n pending- settlement of suit 
filed in Ecpiity to subject the real estate to tlie lien of Mary 
V. McLau^>:hlin. 

Approval recommended. 

JOHN A. SHEIL, 
Dcpufu Pi'pisfrr of Wills. 

No. .51227. 


Estate of Mai;y V. Sullivax, Deed. 


Feb. 7, 1925. 

Petition states that all bills including*' undei’taker have 
been paid. AVhen final account is fil(‘d vouchers for funeral 
(‘X])enses to lu* called for, also vouchei-s for, and proof of 
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j)ubli(‘ati()iis. Costs for this affidavit have heeii put on fee 
hill, nothin,u: to lu* eolleeted at this time. 


ShO. Xo. :n227. 

Xame: M. V. Sullivan. 

Date of l?e(*eipt of Aeeount : IS, 1!)24. 

Information called for. Hide 14 does not a])])ly. 
(Pencil notations:) 


\Vm. II. Slii])ley $187 84 

Mary V. McLau.ulilin . 5,040 00 

Pre])ayment 4 39 


(Huhher stani]):) Heady for (\)urt Feh. 9, 1925. 
Account stated. Kej). Fep. 7, 1925. 

01 Plaintiff I’csts. 


Mrs. K. K. Braitmayer, didVuidant, t(‘stilied as follows: 
lives at Hidi»*(‘wood, X(‘w J(‘rs(‘v; lived there for six vears 
in October; marri(‘d: nit‘C(‘ of Mrs. Mary Sullivan; second 
cousin to Miss Midjauuldin; next of kin and heir at law of 

Mrs. Sullivan and administrator of her estate. Mv rela- 

* 

tions wen* very friendly to Mrs. Sullivan previous to her 
death; last timi* 1 was here* hefon* her death it was about 
10th or 17th of dulv. I knew Mollie McLauj^hliu all of mv 
life. Sin* liv(‘d with my uraiidfathei* and grandmother. I 
und(*rstood tlu‘y took lu‘r in the family to hrint*’ u]); she was 
a niece of grandmother's; she was iirown ever since I re- 
niemhei*; she was treated just as one of the family; she 
never did any work exce])t in home. At the time of my 
grandfather's death, she* stayi‘d th(‘n* with the rest of the 
family. My urandfatlier was Hi‘uhen Collins; the last two 
years of Mrs. Sullivan's life, Mrs. Sullivan, Miss Mc- 
Laiu»*hlin and my two brothers made u]) the house. My 
uncle lived then* ])]*ior to his death. Mrs. Sullivan, prior 
to the war, I think, took m(*n to hoard. I saw h(‘r about the 

Kith or 17th of dulv. Mv n*latives notitied me she was ill 

• • 

and Mr. Braitinavi*!* and mvself went to see her; she seemed 

• • 

to he in such strai,i 4 ht(*n(*d circumstances. I made provision 
for them and I uot a doctor for them as they were not 
satisfied with th(*ir doctor. 

W(* th(*n W(‘nt to Kuro])(* and in Berlin were notified of 
her death. Wc* left word with our son-in-law to pay tlu* 
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bills and to keep Miss (^olliiis in everytliin.i>‘ till we got 
back. When we eame l)a(*k in November, 1 went to Girard 
Street; saw Miss (k)llins; everything was ])retty muddled. 
1 said “Mollie, I will do what voii want to. You can come 
with me.” She said she didn’t want to go. I said ‘‘would 
yon like an a])artment ”. She said she didn’t want to board; 

said she wanted money. She then flew up stairs. 

She said nothing about tlie $70 a month. First time 

heard of tliat was when she filed this suit. Mv 

• 

daughter went after her; she eame down and T said \ 
wanted certain things; she had sold other things. I sent 
some of the tilings to storage and then sent to me at Kidge- 
wood; the rest of them I left in house. Tt was not worth 
much. The rooms were ])artly furnished. 1 have some 
jewelry tliat had been ])ut in safe deposit. Wlien my aunt 
died, ^liss McLaughlin said she did not want to be 
responsible and my son-in-law ])ut it and some silver in 
safe deposit. T think the trust is $4,500; T don’t know what 
the assessment is. 

(’ross-examination: 

I received tlie piano. Miss Mollie gave some jewelry to 
my daughter and asked her to place them in safe de]K)sit as 
she did not want to be responsible. They are still tliei’e. 
That is my signature. The affidavit in the ])robate case* 
was read and offered in evidence, as follows: 

05 Tn the Supreme (’ourt of the District of rolumliia, 

1 folding a Probate (’oiirt. 

Administration, No. 31227. 

Tn re Estate of Maey V. Sullivan. 


District of Columbia, ss : 

Katherine T\. ITraitmayer, being first duly sworn deposes 
and says: Tliat she is the duly authorized and (pialified ex¬ 
ecutor of the above estate, having received Ikm* letters of 
Administration on the 21st dav of November 1923. 

t 

That in the petition for ])robate of the will of the de¬ 
ceased, there was included a general allegation of ])ersonal 
property consisting of Household articles of the value of 
Three Hundred ($300) Dollars. That after visiting the 
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liomo of tlio (lc*(*o(U‘iit, slio foiiiul the Household Furniture 
and effects wer(‘ of valu(‘ less than Two hundred 
dollars, and that tin* ownership of the same was clainuHl 
hv one Mollie Hollins, who had Ihhmi liviuic with the decedent 
for moi-(* than thii-ty y(‘ars last ])ast. That the value of the 
furniture did not warrant aftiant from entering: into liti<»:a- 
tion with said Molli(‘ Hollins and therefore recpiests that 
the wai’i’ant antho]‘i/ini»' tin* a])])]‘aisin.i*' of said ])ro])(‘]’ty hi* 
cancell(*d. 


(Sd.o;.) 


KATIILFF.X K. BRAITMAYFK. 


Suhscrihed j\nd sworn to before me this T2th dav of 
Oecembi*!-, 1923. 

[NOTARY SEAL.I (S-d.) J()nX V. KX( AVLTOX, 

Sitiavif Public, D. H. 


()4 Afterwards, 1 w(*nt to the house. I found she. 

Miss M(*Lauuhlin, had sold some thiufjs and I 
chauired the amount. The jewelry was an old fashioned 
watch-chain, a chaiTU. cou])h* of ])ins, ear-rin.ijs, and breast 
l)in. 1 don't know ;\nythin.i*- about them beinii: a present. 
It was just old jeweliy: 1 had no use for it. Mr. Shipley 
wrote me and said he was tryinir to sjive the B. Street house; 
I said 1 was willinu’ to do anythiui*’ exce])t commit her, as 
1 did not think she was insane; went to see Reuben Shipley 
on S])rini>- Road, I think it was. I understood my aunt 
was dis])osini>- of her jewelry. He said he would get me 
the ])awu tick(*ts which In* uevei* did. I suggested he stay 
there, 1 think he was staying there ])art of the time anyway. 
I was down h(*re dui’ing the wai‘; she had boarders then. 1 
am pretty sure did not keej) boarders prior to the war. My 
brothers weie there and my uncle. They had quite a 
number there during the war. 1 was paid for my interest 
in my uncle's property. 1 got my share about six or seven 
hundred dollars, sometime back that was. She did not sav 
anything to me after she ran u])stairs about the work she 
had been doing. 


Redirect examination: 

I got between $G0() or $700 as my share of personal prop- 

ertv of uncle. 1 deeded mv share in the real estate to Mrs. 

• • 

Sullivan without any com])ensation whatever. 



K. K. BRAITMAYER VS. M. V. MC LAUGHLIN ET AL. 


57 


William II. ^laiiogiie, who quite frequently saw this 
house inside and out, testified he should say that $8,250 to 
$8,500 was the highest figure of the property eoiisidernig 
present condition of the property; built 30 years’ ago; had 
no modern improvements; would cost $2,000 to put those 
in; if put in would he worth about $10,000. I offered prop- 
ei*ty at public auction; it went off to some broker for $8,200 
net. 1 reported it as good offer; communicated with ^Ir. 

llraitmayer; got his co’iseut and withdrew ])ublic 
(55 sale as we thought that otfer better than we would 
get at ])ublic sale. 

Defendant rests. 


The foregoing is a true and com])lete statement of the 
evidence given and received on the hearing of the above- 
entitled cause, and is accordingly approved as the statement 
of evidence to l)e considered on the appeal of the defendant 
Braitmayei this 15 dny of September, 1925, nunc i)ro tunc. 

A. A. IIOEIILIXO, [seal.] 

Justice. 


The aforegoing statement of evidence is agreed upon by 
counsel. 


S. HERBERT GIESY, 
Atti/. for Plaintiff McLauqhlin. 
JOS. Y. REEVES, 

Attif. for Defendant Braitmayer. 
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]\IcLaughlin and William IT. Shipley, plaintiffs, vs. 
Kathleen K. Braitmayer et ah. Defendants. S. Herbert 
Oiesy, Attorney and (Counsellor at Law, 317 John Marshall 
Place, AVashington, D. C\ Filed Aug. 19, 1925. Aiorgan 
H. Beach, clerk. 

Endorsed on covcu’: District of Columbia Supreme Court. 
Xo. 4419. Kathleen K. Braitmayer, appellant, vs. Afary V. 
AlcLaughlin et al. (Court of Appeals, District of (.^olumbia. 
Filed Jan. 11, 192G. Henry AV. Hodges, clerk. 
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